
Winter 2018



2 3

EDITORIAL

Welcome to the fourth and final Journal of  2018, which signals the end 
of  my first year as editor and that the joy of  Xmas is nearly upon us! I 
hope you are enjoying the new look club magazine; it’s a tall order to 
please everyone but trust what designer David Hardy and I have been 
doing ticks the majority of  your selection boxes! 

Xmas is a time for giving and the winter Journal 
is a suitably enlarged bumper issue; much 
like a Beano/Dandy/Jackie/Eagle/2000AD 
annual (delete as applicable). Just don’t read 
it all in one go as there are a few dark, cold 
nights and lean scootering days ahead of  us 
before the arrival of  spring! If  you’re fed up 
of  receiving Newbury Fruits, socks or jumpers 
at Xmas, you could always use the vouchers 
(exclusive to VVC members) in this issue, 
provided by the kind folk at Maskes Vespa 
Klassiekers and SIP Scootershop.
In the previous issue (No.76) I made the faux 
pas of  stating the new club leg shield banner 
had handy velcro ties. This in fact referred 
to the sample banner I photographed on the 
front cover and not the final version in the 
club shop, which is secured with matching, 
non-velcro black fabric ties – just in case 
you’re confused when Santa pops one in your 
stocking. The new leg shield banner is on sale 
in the VVC club website shop at the reduced 
price of  £15, down from £20. See also club 
shop page further inside.
This edition is nothing if  not diverse, what with 
the many varied Vespa models on view, from 

an early 50s Rod Model to a PX, with a fair 
few models in between making an appearance. 
And this is how it should be; the VVC after all 
is a club for all classic, geared Vespas and that 
should be evident and celebrated in these pages. 
The stunning front cover shot comes courtesy 
of  French photographer Laurent Duchene 
and was taken at L’autodrome de Linas-
Montlhéry, more of  which you can read about 
later on. As yet I have had no takers offering a 
technical article for me to print but hopefully 
that may change; also the club Facebook page 
does often cover this aspect. SIP also have a 
useful YouTube tutorial channel that may 
help with your technical issues and questions 
www.youtube.com/sipscootertutorial As I say, 
this is a members magazine so please do send 
me anything you think is of  interest to readers, 
my email address can be found in the club 
contacts box further inside. 
There are too many people to thank for their 
excellent contributions to this issue but I really 
appreciate them and thank you all. 
Enjoy the rest of  the year and ride safe if  you’re 
out and about. Buone Feste/Happy Holidays 
and see you in 2019. Saluti   — Paul ; )

Annual General Meeting Summary 2018 

VVC (UK) LTD 
Two new directors appointed bringing level to 
three including Chairman Roger Smith 
 – Martin Bridgwater (Treasurer)
 – David Ball (General Secretary)

Veteran Vespa Club 
Committee appointments to fill vacancies 
arising from resignations
 – David Ball, General Secretary 
 – Martin Bridgwater, Treasurer 
 – Bob Box, resigned as Gen Sec, will continue 
on committee providing general club 
support and specifically to assist David Ball 
in his new role
 – Paul Hart, Journal Editor
 – Peter Harris, Membership Secretary
 – Alan Springall, Web Manager

The complete minutes of the 2018 Annual General Meeting 
can be viewed on our website www.veteranvespaclub.com 
in the Members Services Section or can be posted to you 
upon request.

Main points emanating from AGM held on 
Saturday 20th October 2018

Other changes       
Facebook: Hannah Chamberlin (admin),  
Roger Green & Warren Jopson (moderators)     

Future Events

2019 
Milford on Sea, New Forest, May 17th - 20th
Porthmadog, Snowdonia, 28th June - 1st July
Bamburgh, Northumberland, 6th - 9th September 

2020 
Torbay, Devon, May ; Cherbourg, France, September

Rally Entry Fee to change to £15 per person with 
effect from June 2019
Membership levels fallen from 433 to 369 in last  
12 months, from a peak of 530 in 2014. 
Club financially sound with surplus of circa £17,000.
Generally agreed that members liked the idea of one 
day meetings and rallies with field events. Enthusiasm 
was not enough however to persuade organisational 
volunteers to step forward.
The range of gear and stock levels in VVC shop has 
diminished. New items to be investigated.
Study commenced on the feasibility and anticipated 
costs of a replacement club website.
Thanks to everyone for their support.
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The third rally of this busy year was up at Kelling 
Heath, Norfolk, on the outskirts of Sheringham.  
Yet another great VVC weekend was enjoyed by 
all. It was enhanced by our involvement in a local 
‘back to the forties’ theme. Never knew there were 
so many closet fashionistas in the VVC!       

In addition to the normal suspects it was refreshing 
to see new faces participating in the recent AGM 
at the Angel Hotel, Leamington Spa. Welcome, 
hope you can make it to one of our riding 
events in 2019. Once VVC business was done 
and dusted, we all enjoyed a great evening with 
excellent food and drink. The Eric Brockway & 
Margaret Farquhar annual awards were given to 
Mr & Mrs Purdy. Firstly Tony for his excellent 
effort with the VVC’s new membership system, 
plus the challenges of Health & Safety and Data 
Protection. Lesley was awarded for her work with 
the club shop. And of course to the credit of them 
both, the Kelling Heath event was marvellous.  
Whilst I’m handing out accolades, special thanks 

to Leslie Smith for the super accommodation and 
catering arrangements.   

On more serious matters the committee have taken 
the first steps towards improving the VVC website 
services.  An outline statement of requirements has 
been given to David Hardy, a professional graphic 
designer who has also created websites and is the 
new VVC journal designer. A feasibility and cost 
estimate is required before progressing to the 
detailed design. Will keep you posted.

Event plans for 2019 are progressing. Our spring 
event venue has changed to Milford on Sea, still 
in the New Forest in May, however bookings 
are close to or at capacity. For late June we are 
finalising arrangements for a trip to Porthmadog, 
on the edge of the Snowdonia National Park, North 
Wales. Bamburgh, Northumberland is the venue 
for the autumn rally in September.  Bookings are 
already open. Look out for further information on 
all events via the website and email circular.

Best regards, Roger Smith

VVC EVENTS 2019 Initial details and updates for all events are available 
at the members area  www.veteranvespaclub.com

MAY 17 — 20

Milford on Sea, New Forest – 
Organisers Bob & Genny Box, 
Sue & Dave Butler

Change in campsite, now on 
the coast and nearer main 
attractions of the Forest. 
Better facilities. Bookings 
closed on 31st October, 
at full capacity with 80+ 
members and 40+ Vespas.     

JUNE 28 — JULY 1

Porthmadog, Snowdonia, 
North Wales – Organisers 
Alan Springall, Roger &  
Ingrid Knott

Prices with campsite not yet 
finalised. Full details and 
booking forms expected in 
November. Visits planned 
include Lyn Peninsular, the 
National Park & Portmeirion.  

SEPTEMBER 6 — 9

Bamburgh, Northumberland 

Details circulated, bookings 
already being received. Good 
campsite prices for extended 
stays. Plenty of fresh air, 
space, places to visit.

CHAIRMAN’S REPORT
WINTER 2018
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CLASSIC COMMUTING

“Like many people I choose to commute to work 
throughout the year on two wheels, and like 
others too, it’s on a classic Vespa - in my case a 
1976 TS125. 

My weekly commute is 120 km (75 miles), 
covering approximately 5000 km (3107 miles) 
a year of  commuting travel alone; my speedo 
reads km only. 

The Route

My route is varied and scenic too, taking in a 
mix of  slow moving traffic through Weymouth 
sea front & town centre and then onto open A 
road along the causeway to Portland. Usually a 
17-20 minute journey, my Vespa is the perfect 
commuting tool; I guess the original reason it was 
designed. Light & manoeuvrable to filter by cars 
& fast enough for short hops onto A roads. With 
a DR 180 top end & SIP exhaust fitted I happily 
cruise at 80kph (50mph) & flat out at 95kph 
(60mph) if  required! By car the same journey is 
20-40 minutes depending on traffic flow and a 
shorter route by bicycle about 30-35 minutes.

The Journey

Riding all year the same route becomes an 
ever-changing riding experience. Late Spring & 
Summer is of  course wonderful, warm with light 
winds, nice sunrises and mostly dry, but come 
November it’s all change. Travelling in the dark 

mornings and evenings tests my commitment. 
Winters in Dorset are usually mild, but wet 
& windy. My journey is short enough for wet 
rides not to be an issue and as the temperature 
rarely gets below freezing I still have feeling 
in my hands when I get to work or home. My 
commute nemesis is the wind. It’s really the only 
restriction on whether I don’t ride my Vespa – 
I’m probably that rare scooter rider that checks 
the Shipping Forecast over coffee before setting 
out on a dark winter commute! The causeway 
from Weymouth to Portland is a beautiful but 
open stretch of  A road, approximately 2 miles 
in length, with Chesil beach to the west and 
Portland harbour to the east. The shape of  
Chesil beach funnels the wind across the road 
and with the prevailing SW wind creates an 
interesting crosswind to tackle. As I come from 
the shelter of  the buildings onto the causeway I 
always glance up to the windsock at Ferrybridge 
and if  it’s horizontal prepare for the onslaught, 
especially if  it’s wind & rain together – ouch! 
Speed is my friend as is a comical lean into the 
wind to stay upright. A forecast severe gale 9 
is my cut off, then I’ll take the car.. I have only 
been caught out once travelling home at 0530 
after a night shift with over 45 knots of  wind. At 
one point I was in 1st gear with both feet down 
trying to stay upright and still being buffeted 
towards the middle of  the road!

Photo by Steve Bradburn Words & photos by Matt Brown

I first met Matt in 2014 at the VVC Swanage event. After getting acquainted 
and realising we both liked riding our Vespas and a spot of  adventuring, we rode 
together to Rijen in Holland, for Maskes Vespa Klassiekers’ first classic Vespa rally 
in 2015 – for me, my best experience on a Vespa to date. A good reason to attend 
club events; you never know who you will bump into! Below Matt tells us about 
what it’s like to travel daily to work and back on a classic Vespa in the 21st century. 
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Costs

With no road tax or MOT to pay for now, 
commuting by classic Vespa is quite cost 
effective. Basic everyday costs include:

 – 5x litres of  petrol, £6.60 per week
 – 2x stroke oil, £10.99 approx every 2 months
 – 2x rear tyres & tubes, £80.00 per year
 – Gear oil, spark plugs, various cables & 

bulbs, cheap

This year I will need a new front mudguard & 
SIP exhaust which will bump up the costs. By 
car the equivalent cost of  fuel alone is £30 per 
week, which would soon add up.

Maintenance

Okay so you have to be willing to tinker to keep 
an old Vespa on the road but over the years I 
have found my Vespa totally dependable & it 
always starts from cold on the 2nd kick. Riding it 
just about every day you soon learn if something 
doesn’t sound or feel right. A vague gear shift 
action on the way in to work usually means a 
lunch break clutch cable change! I maintain my 
own Vespa, except for inside the engine casings. 

This includes new gear oil every 3 months, a 
spark plug every 6 months, a carb overhaul 
every 2 years and of course tyres/cables/bulbs/
brake shoes & clutch plates as required. Regular 
lubing of cables & fresh grease in the front end 
grease nipples helps as does a fortnightly check 
of nuts & bolts, especially the rear hub nut!

Kit

Good waterproofs, warm gloves and a full 
face helmet are essential for me through the 
winter. I don’t use “hi-vis”, preferring instead 
waterproofs, gloves & bag with reflective 
material, which I think light you up much better. 
By far the best upgrades to my scooter have 
been 12v electronic ignition from the original 
6v points system for improved lighting and more 
reliable running/starting and also improved 
performance from the DR180 top end to keep 
up safely with modern traffic speeds.

Michelin “City Grip winter” tyres are great & 
have used these on the scooter since 2014. Nice 
and sticky and wear really well. Lastly SIP road 
exhausts last well too considering the sea air & 
winter salt.

Downsides

Unfortunately the aforementioned sea air & 
salt does take its toll. Regular cleaning helps, 
however my scooter is definitely not in pristine, 
show condition! My front mudguard has f inally 
rotted through and will be replaced soon. I have 
to wire brush & paint the exhaust a couple of 
times over the winter to slow down the corrosion 
too. However despite my Vespa looking a bit 
scrappy it’s still a lot of fun & so engaging to 
ride. No matter how wet or cold I get I know I’ll 
be happy when I arrive at work or back home. 
Never being held up by traff ic/road works is 
a great bonus too. I like tinkering & enjoy the 
challenge of keeping an old scooter running 
and reliable enough for daily journeys. On the 
few occasions that I do travel by car to work I 
always wish that I was riding my Vespa!“

My own commuting experience by Vespa is very 
similar to Matt’s but he is more handy than me! I 
take the train in the winter months (November-
March) but then my journey is an hour each 
way and not fun in heavy rain, on slippy roads 
and in low visibility. Other than increased 
risks in these conditions, I’d rather not subject 
my classic to them either. What I have come 
to realise over time is always buy the best kit 
you can afford; I recently shelled out on a new 
AGV full face helmet and Stylmartin protected 
boots. These look great but more importantly 
the quality and f it more than justif ied the costs. 
Good kit gives you more confidence, allowing 
you to concentrate on the road as well as enjoy 
the ride! I’m also with Matt in that the changing 
sights, sounds and smells of the passing seasons 
are so much more enjoyable viewed from the 
seat of a classic Vespa!
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1967 ARTHUR FRANCIS 90SS 
DEALER SPECIAL

The last time I met up with this part of scootering 
history was when I visited its then owner Bill Drake 
back in 2014, to photograph his Vespa collection 
for the second edition of the Retrospective 
Scooters book. The scooter had been ‘sleeping’ 
for a considerable time in one of Bill’s garden 
sheds. If you have a copy, you will see the 90 
Super Sprint laid up Great Expectations style, 
draped in cobweb strings with its faded Arthur 
Francis roundel visible on the dummy tank. After 
moving a GS150 out of the way that shared the 
shed with at least another scooter from what I 
recall, we carefully extricated the blue SS so I could 
photograph it; not all that easy as the scooters 
had hardly any air in the tyres.

Fast forward to summer 2018 and I’d heard the 
90SS had changed ownership; its new custodian 
being long standing scooter enthusiast Jim 
McCabe. I frequent Retrospective Scooters in 
London from time to time, so was pleasantly 

surprised to see the bike there on a visit in early 
September; unchanged except for fresh tyres. I 
shot some 35mm film photos of it whilst there and 
was just finishing when Jim pitched up, so was 
able to get a few words with him.

Jim told me the pin striping is original, as can be 
seen in the period sales leaflet; Jim thinks he has 
an image of the leaflet somewhere which would 
have been nice to include with this piece but 
may have to be for a future Journal issue. The 
12V conversion was carried out by Arthur Francis, 
along with the SS180 ignition switch fitted on top 
of the tank which allowed for better starting and 
running. Other improvements included the 125cc 
top end with Lambretta carburettor, twin tail 
pipe and aluminium stand feet, again all by AF 
according to Jim.

I thought a little more digging was called for so 
contacted Bill to ask him if he could add anything 
to what Jim knew...

“Hello Paul,

One or two small additions to the history. The 
90SS was purchased by Cliff Haskell (one of the 
prominent members of the Eastleigh Hornets 
S.C.), from Arthur Francis with the 12V and 125cc 
conversions. It was subsequently reduced to 105cc 
and is currently registered with that capacity. I’m 
not sure about the origin of aluminium stand feet, 
or the twin pipe silencer. 

Cliff was an accomplished trials and gymkhana 
rider. Scootering went into a decline in the 1970s 
and I bought it from Cliff in 1975. My father used 
it to commute to and from work for a few years, 
although it remained registered in my name. From 
the early 80s it was kept in a garden shed until Jim 
bought it. Regards – Bill.”

Following a subsequent phone call to Bill, he 
kindly agreed to send me these great period 
photographs of Cliff competing on the scooter 
which make for an excellent addendum to 
this short, but sweet story! Many thanks to  
Jim McCabe and Bill Drake
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SIP SCOOTERSHOP  
€30 VOUCHER FOR 
VVC MEMBERS

Apply the following voucher code 

VVCSIP18 at the online checkout.

Minimum order value €100. Only available 
online www.sip-scootershop.com  

One transaction per customer. Valid until 31.12.2018

VVC CLUB SHOP

A selection of items for sale are pictured  
see club website for full details.

www.veteranvespaclub.com 
vvcshop@veteranvespaclub.com
Items may be purchased via the club  
website or by post to: 

VVC (UK) Ltd, 4 Knowle Crescent 
Sherringham, Norfolk NR26 8PY. 

VVC Legshield Banner / £15.00
VVC Cog Badge / £20.00
VVC Lapel Pin Badge / £2.00 
VVC Journal Binder / £5.00

Please add £2.00 postage for first item & 60p 
per item thereafter (90p postage for pin badge). 

Cheques payable to VVC (UK) Ltd.
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Motorcycle (Vespa of  course, Ducati, Moto Guzzi ...) ”  
– Laurent Duchene.

The setting is of  course very fitting where Vespas 
are concerned, as the circuit located approximately 
19 miles south of  Paris, is where in April 1950 
Piaggio acquired multiple world records on their 
specially designed and hand-built, alloy framed, 
streamlined Montlhery Vespa; very similar to their 
1949 Vespa 125 Circuito model, used in various 
motorcycle races up till then and continuing until 
the end of  the 1950s. Those who have had the 

pleasure of  visiting will know these, as well as other 
important historic Vespa models can be seen at the 
Museo Piaggio in Pontedera, Tuscany.

Back to Laurent’s photographs, it’s great to see 
the riders embracing the era and history with not 
just their machines but also their riding attire! 
Fabulous photos and a huge “merci beaucoup” 
to Laurent, for allowing me to share them 
with you in the Journal. Check out more of  
Laurent’s excellent photography on his website  
www.ld-photography.fr

I have an online account at Flickr - an easy to use 
photo sharing website which is handy for organising 
my own work into albums and showing it to others 
when required. I also spend far too long on there 
looking at others Vespa photography; so much so 
I started up a group in 2012 called ‘Vespa Super’. 
Not a group for the slightly unloved 8” wheel 
model but a ‘gallery’ for the best (geared) Vespa 
& Ape images on Flickr – or as I see it anyway! 
As the group’s curator, I get to invite photos, as 
well as receiving submissions. Searching for Vespa 

images recently, I came across these amazing shots 
by photographer Laurent Duchene, which he took 
at the Italian Meeting last year and staged at the 
L’autodrome de Linas-Montlhéry...

“This event is held every year in October on the 
Famous French Autodrome of  Linas-Montlhéry.  
It’s a celebration about Italian Cars & Motorcyle 
exclusively. You can participate in static or 
driving sessions on the Autodrome. Last year 
was the celebration of  60 years of  the Fiat 500.  
500 Cars (150 Ferraris - 60 Fiat 500s ...) & 

ITALIAN MEETING — 7 OCTOBER 2017 
LINAS-MONTLHÉRY

http://www.ld-photography.fr
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Take One – Tony Purdy

Putting on a rally is certainly a challenge, one 
that we took on with some trepidation.  Sorting 
a suitable venue and dates being the first hurdle.  
We were slightly concerned as the dates clashed 
with the North Norfolk 1940’s weekend, but in a 
light bulb moment we thought “let’s build it in”.  
With this in mind we invited members to dress in 
1940’s style for the Gala Dinner, many of you did 
which was great, Alan Springall peddling bootleg 
stockings and watches certainly caused a stir with 
the ladies!  Kelling Heath was a great venue, the 
caravans were new this year and the camping 
pitches were in what they call the dark area; on a 

clear night the sky was a sight to behold.

Saturday morning, we set off into the country 
lanes, our first stop being Alby Craft shop and Tea 
Rooms, (passing “Purdy House”).  This very quirky 
tea room made us very welcome; the naked lady 
standing by the wall outside, a particular hit with 
Chairman, Roger Smith - a bronze statue that is.  We 
had a bit of  an issue with some riders getting lost 
due to marshalling errors, and unfortunately Ray 
took a bit of  tumble and was unable to ride the 
next day as he had no front brake.  After Alby we 
set off towards Cromer passing through a number 
of  villages to get to the coast road.  Riding into 
Overstrand you get a great view of  the sea.  Once 

in Cromer we had permission to go down onto 
the Promenade and park in front of  the famous 
Cromer pier, which hosts the only end of  pier 
variety show left in the UK.  After lunch we headed 
back into the countryside, our destination the Bure 
Valley Railway; again they were ready for us with 
designated parking. Fuelled up once more with tea 
and biscuits we rode back to site via Holt along a 
nice winding road.  The evening dinner was held 
at the Feathers in Holt, and they did us proud with 
a very nice carvery.  

Sunday again dawned nice and sunny. After the 
briefing which again explained the marshalling 
process, we set off heading for Cley Marshes visitor 

centre via Upper Sheringham; this ensured a nice 
30mins on the wonderful coast road passing “Purdy 
Street”.  The name Purdy does seem to crop up 
quite a lot around here, although my family as 
far as I know has no connection to the area as we 
have only lived here for two years.  From Cley we 
headed up “Old Woman’s Lane” in the villages, a 
quick “Ingrid” stop in Walsingham and it was on to 
Wells-next-the-Sea.  The Harbour Master allowed 
us to park on the quay and then we dispersed 
around the town for lunch.  After lunch, we were 
back on the road, heading in a roundabout route to 
Blakeney and the Manor Hotel for afternoon tea.  
We then had a short hop along the coast road, some 
peeling off back to site in Weybourne, and others 

Photos by Alan SpringhallNORTH NORFOLK COAST EVENT 
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VVC PERSONNEL 

PRESIDENT
Frank Brookes BEM
E. frank.brookes30@gmail.com

CHAIRMAN *
Roger Smith
T. 01323 491417
E. vvcchairman@veteranvespaclub.com

TREASURER *
Martin Bridgwater
E. vvctreasurer@veteranvespaclub.com

GENERAL SECRETARY *
David Ball
E. vvcgensecretary@veteranvespaclub.com

MEMBERSHIP *
Peter Harris
E. vvcmembership@veteranvespaclub.com

CLUB DEVELOPMENT *
Warren Jopson
E. vvcwarrenj@veteranvespaclub.com 

COMPLIANCE
Tony Purdy
E. vvccompliance@veteranvespaclub.com

JOURNAL EDITOR *
Paul Hart
T. 07925 576474
E. vvceditor@veteranvespaclub.com

DVLA DATING
Bill Drake
23 Archers Road, Eastleigh, Hampshire SO50 9AQ 
E. vvcvesparegistration@veteranvespaclub.com

FACEBOOK ADMINISTRATORS *
Hannah Chamberlain
E. vvchannah@veteranvespaclub.com

FACEBOOK MODERATORS
Roger Green & Warren Jopson

CLUB EVENT SUPPORT *
Peter Hanman
E. vvcpeterh@veteranvespaclub.com

CLUB SUPPORT *
Bob Box
E. vvcbob@veteranvespaclub.com
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Alan Springall
E. vvcwebmanager@veteranvespaclub.com

SHOP
Lesley Purdy
E. vvcshop@veteranvespaclub.com  
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Roger Green
E. vvctechnical@veteranvespaclub.com

following us into Sheringham to see how the high 
street was transformed into a 1940’s seaside resort.  
This was a big hit with Sue Sheppard; having a 
close encounter with a bobby.  Afterwards the 
rally was finished off in the club house back at 
Kelling Heath.

Thanks to all those who came, and my other half 
Lesley for all her support. Although it is scary 
putting on a rally, if you plan it carefully and build 
up a relationship with the people and venues you 
are visiting, it will all work out, so why not give it 
a go? There is lots of support available from those 
of us that have done it; the reward is the smiles 
on faces after a wonderful ride with your mates, 
can’t beat it!

Take Two – Ingrid Knott

Saturday started off dull as we all met for our 
briefing. Just as engines were kicked over the sun 
started to shine and that’s the way it stayed all 
day – wonderful! The run was about 58 miles; 
beautiful countryside everywhere we went and 
we even saw masses of sunflowers at the side of 
the road. Our coffee stop was at Alby Crafts; a 
quirky cafe with lots of interesting touches like 

vinyl records, books, die-cast models etc. There 
were secluded seating areas inside, as well as 
outside seating in the sunshine and lots of small 
craft shops too.

We welcomed several new members to our rally, 
which was lovely to see. They weren’t familiar 
with our riding procedures and didn’t quite get 
the hang of our marshalling at junctions but I 
don’t think we lost anyone for too long. Let’s 
hope we see them again so they can master their 
skills – it’s easy when you know how! Our lunch 
stop was in Cromer with permission granted 
for us to park up on the promenade by the pier, 
which was quite a sight to see! The tea stop visit 
to Bure Valley Railway was very interesting; it 
used to be Aylesham British Rail station, linked 
to Wrexham and is now a preserved railway, as 
are many these days. 

Saturday gala meal – well what can I say! What a 
great turn out of 1940s dress. It was Sheringham’s 
Forties weekend so Tony and Lesley suggested 40s 
dress was in order and didn’t we all do well! There 
was a great selection - RAF outfits, French garlic 
sellers, wide boys, spivs (including one selling 
stockings from under his jacket and watches 

displayed up his arms... yes Alan!!) and ladies all 
in their 1940s finery. The carvery was delicious 
and the staff very helpful, including one waitress 
who helped Joan, who had a broken wrist, to 
carry her meal back to the table, even cutting it 
up for her – what a night!

Sunday and a beautiful ride through the stunning 
Norfolk countryside was planned. We started 
off well!! Before we had even set off, we had a 
breakdown and two miles into the ride another 
one! Both were on newer Vespas and apparently 
due to failed fuel lines, resulting in petrol 
everywhere. Seems you need to replace non-
ethanol friendly pipes with modern ones that can 
cope with today’s fuel – be warned! Thanks must 
go to Mick Maidment for all his help with the 
breakdowns. Our coffee stop was at Cley Marshes 
visitor centre. A video was screened about the 2013 
storm surge here and the damage it caused to the 
sea marshes and the subsequent repairs that have 
been carried out since. Lunch at Wells-next-the-

Sea was our next stop. We were all able to park in 
a specially reserved spot on the harbour side, with 
kind permission of the Harbour Master. There 
were plenty of places for people to choose from for 
lunch. Off we went again to our picturesque stop 
for tea at the Manor Hotel in Blakeney, passing 
Binham Priory and Stiffkey en route. After a 
very welcome cuppa we had a nice ride along 
the coast road to Sheringham, to see some of the 
celebrations for the 1940s weekend in the town. 
Hundreds of people, all in 40s dress were milling 
around. Shops with tape on windows, bombs 
embedded in shops, even part of a plane over one 
shop! Steam trains puffing along at the dressed 
up station with everyone in party mood – great!

And so another rally sadly came to an end, what 
a great weekend it was and we were very lucky 
with the weather. A big thank you must be given 
to Tony and Lesley for a fantastic weekend which 
must have taken an awful lot of organising – 
Thank you!

* Committe Members
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The August bank holiday weekend has long been 
associated with scootering. The IOW rally may not 
be everyone’s choice but it is the world’s largest 
event of  its kind and difficult to ignore. The broad 
church that Scootering is, offers something for most 
persuasions and if  IOW was not your thing, then 
perhaps a day out in Brighton was? A few VVC 
members took advantage and were out and about 
enjoying the plentiful scootering fare that was to 
be had... 

Isle of  Wight Scooter Rally – Take 1

I set off for my annual pilgrimage to this year’s 
IOW August Bank Holiday weekend on Wednesday 
22nd August from my home in Portstewart, 
N Ireland on my PX200 Serie Speciale. I was 
travelling solo this year as far as London, where I 
would be meeting up with several members of  the 
South London Revival SC on the Friday morning 
and riding down to Portsmouth in their company. 
As I boarded the Belfast to Liverpool overnight 
ferry I met four other Vespa riders and joined them 
for the sailing. Three were members of  Solid Bond 
SC from Belfast, all riding 125 GTs and camping 
at Smallbrook Stadium. The fourth was Brian from 
Antrim, riding a lovely black 1987 PX200 EFL and 
staying in a B&B outside Ryde. Unfortunately all 
were heading to Southampton to catch the ferry, 
whereas I was going straight to London to stay 

with my old friend and scooterist, Sean McKee, 
who moved to the capital some twenty years ago 
from N Ireland. 

At 7am we set off from Liverpool Docks after a 
ten hour sailing, with a few hours sleep grabbed 
during the night. I made my way onto the first 
of  several motorways in the direction of  London 
while the others were taking the A roads down 
to Southampton. The motorway journey was 
uneventful but I was making good time. Despite 
stopping at the services every hour for a leg stretch 
and fuel when necessary, I was on course to reach 
my destination by early afternoon. Whilst travelling 
south of  Birmingham I saw a bright orange scooter 
on the hard shoulder with a side panel off and the 
rider standing beside it. I slowed down but he gave 
me the thumbs up and waved me on, I waved back 
and carried on thinking he’s sorted or has help 
coming to him. I pulled into the next service station 
for lunch and another refuel. Forty five minutes 
later I was back on the M6 and had not travelled 
more than a few miles when I saw several vehicles 
parked up ahead with blue lights flashing. As I drew 
closer I noticed the orange scooter lying on its side 
on the hard shoulder. There didn’t appear to be 
any obvious damage to it but Police, an ambulance 
and a recovery vehicle were all in attendance. I 
hoped the rider was ok and continued my journey 
a little more tentatively. I reached London by mid 
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afternoon and reacquainted with Sean over a meal 
and a few beers at his local Italian restaurant. 

The next morning after checking over my PX, we 
left Sean’s and met up with members of  SLRSC 
before travelling on the final leg of  my journey to 
Portsmouth, where we caught the early afternoon 
Wightlink ferry to IOW. 

Hundreds of  scooters were waiting patiently for 
the ferries as we left on the short journey to Ryde 
harbour. Thousands more would join us on the 
island over the course of  the weekend. Once on 
the island we headed to our hotel in Shanklin and 
dropped off our luggage, before meeting up again 
20 minutes later and riding over to Smallbrook for 
a look around the many stalls selling a multitude 
of  scooter related items and memorabilia. 
Unfortunately this coincided with a few heavy 
rain showers and we were glad of  the hospitality 
tents for shelter. The rain looked to be on for the 
evening, so many traders covered up their stalls as 
the crowds had dispersed. We left around 5pm, 
spending the evening catching up back at the hotel 
over a pint or two, before visiting the local Indian 
restaurant for much needed sustenance. 

Saturday morning and the sun was out and 
continued shining all day. After a hearty breakfast 
we made our way back to Smallbrook and spent a 
few hours visiting the stalls and buying sought after 
parts, as well as the obligatory patches and t-shirts. 
The custom show was held in a large marquee this 
year, instead of  the spacious brick hall where it 
was held the last few years. The scooters on show 
were up to their usual high standards but with 
limited space to house them and sheer numbers 
of  enthusiasts wanting to view them, it was a little 
cramped to say the least! Next on the agenda was a 
visit to The Green in Ryde. Thousands of  scooters 
were in attendance and we had a pleasant few hours 
wandering around looking and photographing 
them all, in between making more purchases at the 
local shops, cafes and bars. Saturday evening we 
returned to Ryde on the train, so we could enjoy 
the local beers while listening to the varied choices 
of  entertainment put on by the live bands and DJ’s 
playing their sets.

Sunday and the day of  traditional rideout departing 
from the Ryde Ice Rink car park, regrettably it 
also brought non-stop rain for the entire day! The 
campsite at Smallbrook had to be abandoned 
during the night/early morning due to heavy 
rainfall. Unsurprisingly numbers were well down 
for the rideout with only a few hundred riders 
taking part. However a large crowd including 
myself  turned up to see them off. I even managed 
to take quite a few decent photos as they left on 
their precarious route around the island. We stayed 
indoors the rest of  the day, drying off and making 
our own entertainment in the hotel bar. 

Monday morning came around all too quick, 
the scooters were packed once again and we set 
off homeward bound. The rain had thankfully 
stopped and we rode back to London in dry 
conditions. After tea and sandwiches at Sean’s, I 
set off for Liverpool on the reverse journey. On 
reaching Birkenhead I met up again with my four 
compatriots from N Ireland and we shared our 
stories of  the weekend on the homeward ferry 
trip. One thing we all agreed on before we parted 
company, was that God willing, we would all be 
going again next year! Rod Gillan
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Isle of  Wight Scooter Rally – Take 2

Just a few words of  our recent week long holiday 
on the Isle of  Wight in August. 

I finally met up with fellow VVC member Gary 
Lining and his friend Stevie both from the Glasgow 
area. Gary and I have been talking online for the 
last 6 years on all things GS150 related, about 
different build options and sharing leads to those 
hard to find parts and period accessories. We both 
decided on transporting our GS150s in vans as we 
were taking two GSs each; our friends would be 
borrowing one for various ride outs in the week 
and we both had a backup scooter if  something 
did go wrong and couldn’t be fixed there and then.

We stayed in the lovely village of  Seaview which 
overlooks the Solent and is just a few miles outside 
of  Ryde. It was the Sailing Regatta week so Seaview 
was vibrant day and night with the local pubs 
packed every night. We chose different ride out 
routes each day so we sort of  covered most of  the 
island. My favourite route from Seaview is hugging 
the coastal roads, stopping off at Bembridge Point 
seaside café for a pot of  tea and brunch, then riding 
through Sandown, Shanklin and then another stop 
at Ventnor sea front, which is a lovely place to eat 
and watch other groups of  scooterists come and 
go. We then headed all along the bottom part of  

the island’s Military road as it’s known; this gives 
you some of  the best views on the island but be 
aware of  the strong cross winds when riding! We 
then spent a good hour walking down the many 
steps to get as close as possible to the Needles, a 
group of  iconic rocks branching out to sea. After 
this we had a fuel stop in Yarmouth then back up 
to Ryde via Newport.

On the Saturday we attended the Awfully Pleasant 
Scooter Association ride out, leaving from The 
Boat House at Seaview where we did a nice ride 
cutting through the middle of  the island along the 
country lanes for lunch at a pub in Chessell. As 
always at the APSA ride outs, there were some 
stunning scooters to admire and I was happy as we 
had six GS150s and two GS160s to balance out 
the Lambrettas. After lunch some of  us decided 
to head back to Ryde Esplanade to soak up the 
atmosphere and view hundreds of  scooters parked 
up along the sea front. It was an excellent week 
of  scootering but a shame Sunday was a complete 
wash out, with us deciding on the Saturday that 
we wouldn’t do the main ride out because of  the 
weather; it was the pubs in Ryde which benefitted 
most from this!

Matthew Babbington

LESS IS MORE — BRIGHTON 
MOD WEEKENDER 2018 

Previous years have seen many newer models of  
Vespa adorned with Modernistic embellishment 
turning up for the event and I had expected 
to find a similar wealth of  Vespa riders on the 
notable P ranges and Et3’s drowning in lights 
and mirrors. To my surprise however, it seemed 
Vintage Vespa owners, although less in numbers 
compared to Lambrettas, were making a very 
visible contribution this year - something to be 
celebrated I feel. 

The quality of  these vintage models was also clear 
to see, as was the rarity of  the original accessories 
that adorned them. The question that entered 
my mind was, whether this preference is of  the 
current Mod Vespa rider, or is the rally becoming 
more a meeting of  enthusiast and collector 
than talcum powder floor sliders? Whatever the 
answer, it was great to see a few more vintage 
Vespas being shown in their natural birth lines 
and curves and in better condition than me for 
their age!

Photos by Signor Mozzino

Whilst it’s clear to say that the August Bank Holiday Mod Weekender 
is growing year on year with scooter riding attendance, the main eye 
candy has always favoured the Lambretta enthusiast. 2018 was no 
different in this sense; however there was a notable change within the 
Vespa riding contingent. 
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RUBY RIDES AGAIN 
ROY PUTTOCK’S 1952 ROD MODEL 

The last day of  August and like much of  the 
summer, it was a warm sunny one as I rode from 
home in West Herts to Surrey to meet new VVC 
member Roy Puttock… and Ruby.

“I wasn’t looking for a scooter when Ruby (ruby 
red Rod Model) turned up; she was sitting 
in the corner of  the workshop where my old 
Triumph car was having some paintwork done. 
Like most of  us who just can’t walk away from a 
project, I made contact with the former owner’s 
daughter and found out that the old boy had 
been a carpenter and used his Vespa as a daily 
rider in all weathers. He even had a special box 
made to fit on the rear rack to carry his tools and 
then in 1963, due probably to a break down, 
the Vespa was left to languish in his leaky shed. 
The daughter wasn’t keen to let the little red 
scooter go but the workshop had said it would 
be too expensive to rebuild, so a kind, caring 
and responsible new keeper like myself  might 

be considered, we agreed on a plan and £500 
changed hands. A quick tot up in my head left 
me thinking a restoration needed to be done for 
less than £1000, as Vespas were only going for 
a couple of  grand. I didn’t know I had a Rod 
model but soon did!

With a borrowed Transit van, I picked up Ruby 
and deposited her on my drive and after a good 
hose down started to make notes on what I 
thought was needed. I should at this point say 
I knew nothing about scooters, however I have 
had a few old motorbikes in years gone by and 
I even have a wreck residing in my shed – sound 
familiar? I made a list of  parts to rebuild the 
engine, suspension, brakes etc and started to 
collect the required bits. The engine came out 
first and then all the other parts. The engine was 
seized, which was quite a problem and I looked 
to others to offer help, but it became apparent 
that not many owners of  older Vespas were really 

doing major engine work themselves and maybe 
opting for a professional approach. I have had 
experience with old bikes in the past and had 
the tools – what could possibly go wrong?! Well 
actually the strip down was easy; highlighting 
certain stages in the manual and in a couple 
of  hours I had it in lots of  bits. Everything was 
cleaned, bagged, labeled and photographed and 
at each stage put on my Facebook page - Vespa 
Rod Model @thescootershed for future reference 
and for anyone interested. By now, I was quite 
excited to get her buzzing along and even signed 
up for an Essex ride out in July – no pressure then!

The crank was sent off for rebuilding and 
balancing by Alpha Bearings, who interestingly 
manufactured the original cranks for Douglas. 
The cylinder was re-sleeved by Villier Services 
and the oval brake drums skimmed locally, all 
ready to be put back together. Seeing that things 
were moving along, I realized I only had the 
buff log book, so started the job of  getting the 
original registration number saved and contacted 
Bill Drake for some help, which turned out to be 
very straight forward. Having restored my TR4 
car, I knew re-sprays were expensive and felt a 
more sympathetic approach may be required. 
I quite like the old heap, patinated look that I 
was seeing on the Veteran Vespa Facebook 
page – that was it, decision made! As I thought 
I probably wouldn’t keep it, I would rebuild the 
engine, brakes, suspension, steering, electrics etc 

to make it run well and as safe as possible. If  I 
wasn’t going to ride it, it must be completed to a 
very high standard, little did I know I was going 
to become very close to this little scoot. I started 
the strip down in earnest but realized sourcing 
parts was going to be the problem as there aren’t 
many of  these old Rod Models around. However, 
via the Veteran Vespa Club Facebook page, I 
made contact with Roger from Wessex Scooters, 
who was able to supply many of  the parts I 
required and those he couldn’t, I bid for on ebay. 
The big mechanical parts were in good shape, 
but the sacrificial parts, like bearings, oil seals 
clutch plates etc were seriously shot, leading me 
to understand why it had ended up in the shed.

The re-build went quite well and I put a lot of  
effort into using all the old nuts and bolts and 
even routed all new cables through the old yellow 
plastic tubing – a sort of  sixties ‘Pimp my scooter’ 
look. At this stage I must give a special mention to 
Roger Green of  Wessex scooters, who is certainly 
the Guru of  all things old Vespas; we have had 
so many texts and emails flying back and forth, 
he feels like my new pen friend; a term he would 
probably re-phrase to ‘his pain in the arse!’ With 
Roger’s help, he told me what to watch out for and 
what to replace and what are like ‘hens teeth’. We 
did a lot of  soul searching when it came to the 
internals of  my flywheel, which I just could not 
get timed properly and decided to go down the 
route of  one of  his Pinasco Flytech electronic 

Photos by Paul Hart & Roy Puttock
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flywheels. He said you can use the original, but 
at some point it will fail and a better spark means 
easier starting and better running – sold! Of  
course I have kept all the original parts for any 
future keepers to fight with. I saw the rusty petrol 
tank as a challenge and cowardly left it to the 
end, as I just wasn’t sure how to sort it out, but 
good old Google came to my rescue; reading that 
a stronger version of  the acid in kettle de-scaler 
would not only clean off the rust but also leave 
behind a rust resistant coating – job done!

The day of  truth arrived, filled tank with petrol, 
primed up carb, checked electrics and with 
sweating hands gave her two sharp prods and off 
she went! I was amazed it started so easily and 
found it running like a sewing machine, although 
my wife likened it to a noisy lawnmower – cruel! 
So I sent a quick video of  it to Roger for some 
encouragement. Letting it splutter to a stop, I 
checked over the brakes, made sure I could stop 
and that was it. I was 14 again, riding down the 
road, no crash hat or gloves and yes, some nice 
soft flesh below the knees. I didn’t care, this was 
fun – Er no, it wasn’t! It was absolutely terrifying, 

it picked up speed to about 30mph and I tested 
the brakes – what brakes? They were connected, 
I knew that, but they were seriously rubbish and 
the front suspension without a damper just made 
it dive forward in a sort of  bucking bronco style. 
After words with Roger, he assured me they are 
all like that, just think ahead of  the accident 
waiting to happen, no wonder the Rod Model 
didn’t last too long!

I was signed up for the Essex ride out organized 
by the fabulous Warren and Hayley Jopson, but 
Essex was over an hour away by car and I wasn’t 
going to do my first proper run all that way. I 
hired a trailer, had a tow bar fitted and with more 
tools than Snap On, I was waved off by my wife 
saying “Good Luck” – I think I was going to need 
it! I envisaged meeting up with a load of  anoraks, 
but either they were a really nice bunch or I was 
now a similar anorak – the former I believe. 
After bacon butties, a welcome coffee and some 
encouraging words, we were off, off into the 
unknown of  pretty villages, a waterside lunch 
and pub refreshments. This was great, my first 
ride out and my little Ruby was buzzing along, 

with a certain encouragement up some steep 
hills and down some equally steep ones – brakes!  
We covered about sixty miles, when I started to 
slow down, engine was fine but clutch wasn’t; a 
combination of  steep hills and maybe a little over 
adjustment. Well that’s what a shakedown is for, 
along with the slipping clutch, a bolt made a bid 
for freedom and the exhaust tail piece was lost 
and the gears kept jumping out along the way. 
This I have now found to be a worn gear selector, 
so a few things to be sorted before the next run 
out, but hey! It hasn’t been run since 1963 so 
I am well pleased bringing my scooter back to 
life after 55 years. Am I selling? No! I think we‘ll 
be together for a few more adventures, after all 
how else do you keep a smile on your face for 60 
miles?  Ruby, built 1952, re-born 2018 - 66 years 
old and 6k miles on the clock!” – Roy Puttock.
I consider myself  very fortunate to have 
photographed many vintage Vespas over the 
years in various garages, sheds and workshops. 
It’s funny how tastes change; I would often get 
excited about shooting the sports models, GS, SS, 
Rally etc and still do, but these days am more 
taken by something with a bit of  added interest. 

It doesn’t really matter what classic Vespa model 
it is, although I am known for liking original 
paint and patina! Roy’s Rod is a good example; 
not just the nicely aged 1960s hand done paint 
job, which would now be a shame to strip back 
and repaint in the correct metallic green - think 
also of  Bob Birchmore’s lovely over painted 
dark green Rod model. Also if  you haven’t 
already clocked them, check out those unusual 
brackets attached behind the floorboards – 
were these fitted by the carpenter owner to give 
added strength when carrying his custom made 
rear box, fully loaded with his trade tools? The 
top of  the legshields cracked decades ago and 
metal triangular brackets were added behind 
to shore things up. Maybe unremarkable DIY 
bodges.. but great to see in my opinion, adding 
extra interest and intrigue when ruminating on 
this Vespa’s former life.
Thanks very much to Roy. I edit the Journal, 
but you, the members largely write it – if  you 
would like to share your Vespa’s story in these 
pages (rusto or resto), then I’d love to hear 
from you. I can best be contacted via email  
vvceditor@veteranvespaclub.com
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