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EDITORIAL

Thank you for your support and appreciation 
following my first Journal issue (No.74) as 
editor; overall the response has been very 
positive – good to know it was well received. 
There’s always room for improvement 
and speaking of  which, I’m delighted that 
graphic designer and friend, David Hardy  
(www.davidhardy.co.uk) is now helping with 
design and layout. A fellow scooter (and 
motorcycle) rider; Dave did the same on my 
own vespa photography books and brings 
creative and visual flair to the Journal. 
Evidence of  which, can already be clearly seen 
in this instalment.

For a few years now Mau Spencer, editor of  
Classic Scooterist Scene, assisted with design 
and layout, with printing and distribution by 
Mortons Media Group. That arrangement 
ended in January and the club would like to 
thank both Mau and Mortons for their valued 
services and considerable time given, which 
were much appreciated.

So what’s in store in this latest edition? Well, 
quite a bit - Ralf  Jodl of  SIP Scootershop has  
contributed a lovely article; his wideframe 

rideout report and photos being the very 
essence of  summer scootering. Ralf  has also 
kindly offered VVC members 30 € off their 
next online SIP order (minimum 100 € order, 
valid until 30.6.18) – so get your orders in 
quickly to take advantage. I got to have a 
chat with widely respected scooter journalist 
Andy Gillard and hear about his newest 
venture. Bernd Kirschner of  classic Spanish 
scooter specialists, Hola Vespa, shines a light 
on his favourite Spanish Vespa (and our cover 
model) - the Motovespa 160/GT160. London 
member Martin Sambrook tells the story of  his 
resurrected early P200e; which has remained 
in his family from new, while we have another 
Douglas service sheet (see opposite) from 
Roger Green.

Next issue will feature reports on some of  the 
aforementioned club events - all contributions 
(photos and text) are welcomed but due to 
current VVC server issues, it is best for now to 
email me at vespamore@hotmail.co.uk thank 
you in advance.

If  I don’t see you around at various events, ride 
safe and enjoy the summer. Saludos – Paul ; )

Bienvenido to the summer Journal — I trust this finds you 
all well and getting out more on two wheels, now that the 
season is under way. We have much to look forward to with 
the imminent VVC Stratford event in mid–May, followed by 
Co. Wicklow and Norfolk, plus Essex Vintage Vespa Club’s 
July get together and Belfast World Vespa Days. I’ll be riding 
to the Emerald Isle for WVD and the slightly less far afield 
Brentwood, but before all that I’ve got SIP’s 2018 open day to 
look forward to on May 5th.  Can’t wait to get in some good 
riding, photography and meet up with friends old and new!
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This quarter there is much to feel 
positive about. Good weather is just 
around the corner and is forecast for all 
VVC events this year. Honest!

Your event organisers have been putting in a 
shift or two and have come up with great rides, 
interesting visits, good accommodation and 
food.  Who could want more! If  you haven’t 
yet booked then get your brain & bike in gear 
and do it!  

High quality limited edition VVC cog badges 
& stickers are available for all events, offered 
firstly to those attending; with any surplus 
being sold later through the VVC shop either 
online or by enquiry to Leslie Purdy. 

Since the VVC 50th year celebrations in 2014 
when membership levels peaked at around 540 
we have experienced a steady decline to 370 
currently.  The committee is actively addressing 
what can be done to hold onto existing members 
and also become more appealing to the next 
generation. In this connection all members on 
email have recently been sent a resume of  both 
existing dealer discounts and some new.  Part 
of  this is a special discount offer from SIP (see 
SIP article).                                                                       

Also to be announced soon, once finalised, is a 
deal with another of  the larger vintage vespa 
dealers in Europe. Why not share news of  VVC 

deals with your colleagues encouraging those 
that are not members to join.   

Well respected and avid enthusiast VVC 
member Peter Harris has offered to take over 
the duties of Membership Secretary. The 
handover from Tony Purdy will happen in the 
next few months.  Tony did a splendid job in 
migrating us onto our new Membership Mojo 
computer system and introducing a decent 
VVC membership card.  Tony will continue to 
help us keep our heads above water with the 
ever growing challenge of complying with rules 
& regulations. Thanks Tony and welcome back 
on to the committee Peter.

In a quest to find interesting event venues for 
2019 Veronica & myself armed with a google 
researched short list of campsites, will be soon 
visiting the areas around Tattershall, Whitby 
and Bamburgh. Will let you know what we find, 
fingers crossed.

Finally a reminder and for those not aware; 
VVC will have a club stand at Sunday Best 
Scooterfest being held on Sunday 8th July (10am-
5pm) at Abridge village hall and grounds, 39 
Ongar Road, RM4 1UH. The Essex Vintage 
Vespa event (7-8th July) will include a ride on 
the Sunday from Brentwood to Abridge. We 
hope to see you there and supporting the club.

Thought for the day – The longer the Vespa 
journey, the greater the pleasure ; ) Roger 

VVC EVENTS Full details and booking 
www.veteranvespaclub.com

SPRING

Stratford Upon Avon

May 18 — 21 

SUMMER

River Valley Holiday Park 
Co. Wicklow, Ireland

June 19 — 22 

AUTUMN

Kelling Heath Holiday Park 
North Norfolk Coast 

September 14 — 16

CHAIRMAN’S REPORT
SUMMER 2018
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MOSTRA SCAMBIO VESPA
3—4 MARCH 2018

A pair of intrepid VVC members ventured 
under the Channel in early March to visit the 
Mostra Scambio Vespa event in Genk, Belgium. 
Complete with parts fair, customshow, tuning 
workshop, demonstrations, food and drink, 
plus an exhibition of some very desirable classic 
Vespa models - all held under the roof of a 
restored former power station...

“Sunday March 4th was a day for all Vespa 
enthusiasts – a gathering of like minded people 
and amazing machines. The scene was set in 
Genk at C.MINE; a very impressive restored 
energy building. The name was given to a 
development project of the former coal mine 
of Winterslag; C standing for Creativity. 
On display at this incredible venue was an 
impressive collection of M.I.S.A Belgium 
Vespas, as well as a showing of Acma built 
models. Unusual for us and very nice to see 
and compare the different and varied Vespas. 
There were a handful of stands selling much 
sought after genuine second hand parts and at 
a fraction of the price, compared to the Italian 

markets. Just as impressive as the array of parts, 
were all the local clubs from Belgium, Holland 
and France informing everyone of their up 
and coming events, with their fabulous display 
of badges, stickers and club merchandise. 
This event was a real eye opener for us and 
a great idea to consider holding a similar 
gathering back in the UK and early on in the 
year, so that those attending are made aware 
of the year’s rallies and events. The icing on 
the cake was that the whole event was free! 
We find these events really sociable and great 
for meeting up with friends old and new – 
good job and many thanks to the organisers.”

I’ve been told that this event will be held 
again next year so keep your eyes open for 
future announcements. Different and offering 
an alternative to regular UK parts fairs, and 
at just a short hop across the Channel – rare 
Vespas, parts, good food and drink among 
interesting, historical surroundings sounds like 
just the ticket!
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Spanish Vespas are often thought, unfairly so, 
as the ‘poor relations’ of  their Italian cousins. 
Understandable perhaps, when information 
and records of  Motovespa models produced 
at the Madrid factory are scarce and hard to 
come by. Few people are more knowledgeable 
on this subject than Bernd Kirschner, the man 
behind Spanish classic scooter specialists, Hola 
Vespa. Bernd has a passion for these ‘Balearic 
Beauties’ importing forgotten Vespas and 
Lambrettas from Spain, before working his 
magic back home in his Bavarian workshop and 
returning them to the road, where they belong. 
With a love of  patina, Bernd where possible, 
will retain the original paint and accessories of  
these unique scooters.

The 160 and GT160 successor was the 
Spaniards’ Sports Vespa, in the same way we 
think of  the Italian Sports models – GS, SS and 

Rally. It was not as some may think a Spanish 
copy, hybrid or ‘bitsa’ – assembled from a parts 
bin of  various assorted components. Below, 
Bernd educates us on his favourite Spanish 
Vespa model...

“Piaggio developed its Sport Model SS180 
followed by the Rally 180; increasing cylinder 
volume by using the Si carburettors... At about 
the same time, Motovespa S.A. came out with 
further development of  their direct intake models, 
using 12V ignition for the first time and before 
the Italians had started work on the Rally 200. 

Sales started around March 1968 with the 
Motovespa 160 , produced from 1968 until 1972 
when it was followed by the newly styled GT 
160. The 160 / GT 160 had a totally different 
style and form to the Italians and was created 
by the Motovespa factory’s Spanish engineers.

MOTOVESPA 160/GT 160 — 
DESIGN AND DEVELOPMENT  
OF THE SPANISH SPORTS VESPA

Words and photos supplied  
by Bernd Kirschner 
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There are no records about models and numbers 
produced, but the Motovespa 160 has a frame 
number starting with 7 and is 6 digits long – it’s 
not exactly recorded what the first production 
number was. The Motovespa GT 160 frame 
number begins with 8 and is 6 digits long; it was 
produced until the begining of  1980. 

 

Here are the main differences between 
Motovespa 160 and GT 160:
 
160

 – Built 1968 – 1972
 – Colour blue and orange (Azul/Naranja)
 – Alloy trims like Italian Sprint, straight on the 

 panels and the mudguard 
 – Rear light like SS 180 manufactured by  

 Bosetta, Spain 
 – Headlight from Siem without SIEM script 
 – Slim brake lever like Italian VBB
 – Saddle with springs, small shape 
 – Panels like SS180 which are wider than  

 Sprint panels 
 – Spare wheel has a matching coloured cover
 – Horn is fixed with 4 screws
 – Logo on speedo is with old Motovespa emblem 
 – Handlebar grips are black rubber with  

 Motovespa emblem 
 – “El Tigre” saddle
 – All rubbers were usually grey for the blue and  

 orange models
 – The 160 has a  “Vespa160” script on front  

 of legshield 
 – Emblem on the legshield is embossed  

 saying Motovespa 

GT 160

 – Built 1973 – 1980 

 – Colours depend on special periods:

 – 1973 – 1975 (Salmon Orange) 

 – 1974 – 1976 (Gold) 

 – 1975 – 1977 (Orange) 
 – 1978 – 1980 (Red) 

This information is not recorded but as a result 
of  seeing hundreds of  GTs 

 – No alloy trims but new electronic decals at  
 panels and mudguard 

 – Rear light like Rally 200, plastic with black or  
 grey cover

 – Brake levers like Rally 180 

 – Saddle without springs, filled with foam

 – Panels like Rally 200 

 – Spare wheel without cover 

 – Horn fixed with 3 screws 

 – Speedo logo has newer Motovespa hexagon 

 – Script on the legshield is “Vespa GT”

There was a series of  GT 160 with indicators, 
called GTi 160, just indicators were the 
difference but very few produced. The engine 
of  a 160 / GT 160 is very tangy because of  the 
short passage of  air/ fuel mixture at the direct 
intake cylinder... 

The average speed is about 85-90 kmh shown 
on GPS. It has a range of  100km on 3.5 -4 litres 
of  fuel. In spite of  perceived thinking, the 
Femsa ignition system makes the bike very 
reliable and useful. 

All in all this uniquely Spanish development 
should be one of  the pearls in every collection, 
not perfect but unique and amazing”

“Vive la difference..” as they say! For the last 
5+ years I’ve been the happy owner of  a 1974 
salmon orange Motovespa GT160 - gracing 
this issue’s front cover. I’ve admired and 
photographed many GS, SS, Rallys and lovely 
as they all are, I enjoy riding something a bit 
different. More than a few people in the know 
have told me also that Motovespa used thicker 
gauge steel than Piaggio for their frames.  
 
If  you’re tempted by these Spanish Vespa 
Senoritas, look Bernd Kirschner up at  
www.holavespa.de 

Bernd – muchas gracias mi amigo ; )

These are the main characteristics: 

 – 160cc direct intake induction cylinder, cylinder  
 only usable on the 160 block 

 – Carburettor Dellorto UWA 19 S1 , with small air  
 filter box

 – Femsatronic Ignition with a special inner fly 
 wheel, 12V, 80 W for extra light and stronger  
 12V/35 W bulbs

 – Crank con rod with small end roller bearing

 – No breakpoint used, contact free ignition, sepa 
 rate CDI located under the saddle near the tank 

 – Special right hand exhaust, strong sound and  
 optimated design

 – Round rear behind no. plate, unlike square rear  
 on Italian Sprint and SS180

 – Fuel tank with small diameter filler cap like  
 smallframe models

 – Tapered legshield of 160/GT is approx 45.5cm  
 width, Sprint / SS180 legshield is approx 49.5cm 

 – Speedo 120 kmh from Veglia Bressel

 – Keys from Clausor Espagna

 – The 160/GT has a brake pedal like a Vespa 50  
 located in floor, not side mounted like a Sprint 

 – A funny fact is that Motovespa didn´t get the  
 frame totally straight and symmetric; you can  
 see that the rear is angled to the left side but  
 the scooter drives straight : ) 

 – The gear marks 1.2.3.4. have a line/dash at  
 neutral, not a point/dot like Sprint 

 – Floor runners always end before the floor   
 boards curve upwards

 – Square (trapezoid) headlight 

 – Light switch from Femsa based on Italian  
 VBA equivalent 

 – Brakes like the 1st Series Italian Sprint, one stick 

 – 10” wheels 

 – Under the spare wheel at the frame there is  
 paper adhered with printed production number 

 – Piston ported engine requiring 5% oil mixture

 – Special legshield glove box fitting only 
 this  model, both side panels de-mountable 
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Ralf  Jodl is one half  of  the partnership (the 
other half  being Alex Barth), who established 
SIP Scootershop back in 1994. They are now the 
world’s largest supplier of  scooter parts - very 
impressive in itself, but in addition to helping 
us keep our classic scooters on the roads, I have 
always been far more taken with SIP’s vision 
and style. And by that, I mean the photography 
used in their adverts, regular open days and 
events hosted at their Bavarian HQ , to the 
annual scooter roadtrips to sunnier climes such 
as Croatia, Corsica, the Amalfi coast and most 
recently, Barcelona. I think it’s fair to say no 
one else does an event or scooter trip quite like 
SIP! Many of  us have looked on with a mixture 

of  admiration and envy, watching a line of  a 
dozen or so classic Vespas wending their way 
along mountain passes, filmed high up above 
from a drone controlled camera.

Being chiefly responsible for SIP’s PR machine; 
here Ralf  took time out to attend and report on 
an event that one of  his customers had decided 
to put on...

“Fender light feeling - as early as January, 
our customer Frank Henkel told me that he 
wanted to organize a low light Vespa rally. He 
had already been to many events over the last 
few years and liked a lot of  the things he’d 
experienced but some other details, not so 

much and wanted to organize a rideout where 
everything would be perfect from his point 
of  view. And so Frank set about creating his 
plan as soon as we finished our conversation! 
The resulting first edition of  the “Trofeo della 
Baviera” was exceptionally well organized! 
About 80 wideframe Vespas gathered early 
at 7:30am in the town of  Unterschleißheim, 
located 17km north of  Munich. Breakfast was 
provided for everyone along with a lovingly, 
hand-sewn goodie bag containing a nice T-Shirt 
and much more besides. The participants set 
off separately in 30 second intervals with the 
supplied roadbook containing all the necessary 
navigation turns. Most riders undertook the tour 
in small groups with the scavenger hunt winding 
its way through the heart of  Bavaria’s capital 
city Munich, and out to Starnberger See.

Here again, Frank outdid himself  as his 
meticulously researched scenic route passed 
through the smallest streets, forest groves 
and alongside the banks of  the River Isar 
through the Bavarian alpine upland, which 
was phenomenally beautiful! A short photo-
stop at Lake Starnberger followed and then we 
continued on to the checkpoint and lunch in 
Murnau, on the edge of  the beautiful Staffelsee 
Lake with scenery provided by the stunning 
backdrop of  the Bavarian mountains. 

The return journey to Munich was a pure 
pleasure trip; taking us across the picturesque 
Pfaffenwinkel southwestern region of  Bavaria, 
famed for its religious buildings and history. 
Frank’s route took us past the Hohen Peissenberg 
mountain, along the west bank of  Lake Ammersee 
and back to the start in Unterschleißheim, but 
not before a brief  diversion to Munich’s old 
town for a gelato. Afterwards we cruised along 
the city’s impressive Leopoldstrasse, before 
returning to Unterschleißheim where there 
was much to talk about at the dinner and 
award giving.

Frank would like to do a rally again in 2018. 
Those interested should be quick when the 
registration is announced!”
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VVC PERSONNEL 

PRESIDENT
Frank Brookes BEM
E. frank.brookes30@gmail.com

CHAIRMAN *
Roger Smith
T. 01323 491417
E. vvcchairman@veteranvespaclub.com

TREASURER *
Martin Bridgwater
E. vvctreasurer@veteranvespaclub.com

GENERAL SECRETARY *
Bob Box
E. vvcgensecretary@veteranvespaclub.com

MEMBERSHIP *
Tony Purdy
E. vvcmembership@veteranvespaclub.com

CLUB DEVELOPMENT *
Warren Jopson
E. vvcwarren@veteranvespaclub.com 

COMMITTEE MEMBER *
Peter Harris

* Committe Members

JOURNAL EDITOR *
Paul Hart
T. 07925 576474
E. vvceditor@veteranvespaclub.com

DVLA DATING
Bill Drake
23 Archers Road, Eastleigh, Hampshire SO50 9AQ 
E. vvcvesparegistration@veteranvespaclub.com

FACEBOOK ADMIN
Roger Green
Hayley Jopson & Warren Jopson

CLUB SUPPORT *
Peter Hanman
E. vvcpeterh@veteranvespaclub.com

WEBSITE MANAGER *
Alan Springall
E. vvcwebmanager@veteranvespaclub.com

SHOP
Lesley Purdy
E. vvcshop@veteranvespaclub.com  

TECHNICAL ADVICE
Peter Brunskill
E. vvctechnical@veteranvespaclub.com

SIP SCOOTERSHOP 
€30 VOUCHER FOR 
VVC MEMBERS

 
Apply the following voucher code
V VCD18 at the online checkout 

Minimum order value €100. Only available online 
www.sip-scootershop.com  
 
One transaction per customer. Valid until 30.06.2018
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Would you say the scene has improved since you 
first started out in the 1980s and if so, how?

In my mind it’s improved insofar as I always look 
forward to the next journey. There are so many 
places still to explore and visit. I’m enjoying 
scooters as much now as I was when I first started 
albeit that today I prefer minor roads far more than 
motorways regarding scenery, less traffic, and 
enjoying the twisty turny nature of them.

In your opinion where is the scooter scene heading?

As people get older I’m sure that naturally fewer will 
ride, or at least ride greater distances. I personally 
hope to carry on riding as often and as far as 
possible for as long as possible, because I love it. 
I am also a believer that a ‘scooter rally’ without 
scooters is only a ‘rally’ and while many would 
debate you don’t have to turn up at a bus rally in an 
old Routemaster to enjoy it, I personally feel that 
of the scooter scene’s many unique attributes, the 
fact that there has always been a majority of people 
riding their scooters to events is an important one. 

You have had many amazing experiences on and 
around scooters, can you name one or two that 
really stand out?

I’ve been so fortunate in that the relationships 
I have built with both private individuals and 
companies over the years has allowed me to ride 
so many scooters in some fantastic places.  Piaggio 
still invite me to test ride new models and in the 
old days that sometimes meant riding a pre-
production scooter along their old airstrip at the 
factory in Pontedera, just like they’d done for years 
previously with each new Vespa model. 

I think I was the second to last person outside 
of Piaggio to ride the MP6 prototype at their 
museum in Pontedera; the last scooter before the 
‘Vespa’ name was bestowed on it. Apparently a 
Scandinavian had an ‘incident’ after me so they 
stopped letting people ride it. They also let me 
get into their Vespa Siluro record-breaker too, 
which is pretty special, as is becoming friends 
with numerous people at Piaggio over the years, 
friendships that remain today.

Are there any rides, experiences or places left for 
you to visit on scooters that remain unfulfilled?

I’ve ridden along the Californian coast on a classic 
Vespa, over the Stelvio Pass on an old Lambretta, 
to Italy on both marques, through most of northern 
Europe, up into Denmark and Sweden and down to 
Spain. However I’ve ridden no farther east than the 
Czech Republic so I’m aiming for Poland in 2019. I 
do fancy riding in Japan too, so maybe I need to 
get that sorted soon too!

What is your favourite model of Vespa and why?

The Rally 200. The first one I owned back in the 
early 1990s was a silver S-reg that with hindsight 
I’m pretty certain was a fabled ‘Silver Jubilee’ 
version, but back then was simply a tatty silver 
Rally. That one was ridden to rallies around the 
UK and Europe but suffered with rust as many 
70s Vespas did, I eventually sold it. Dean at Rimini 
Lambretta Centre found my current Rally 200 for 
me in the early 2000s. It’s an original condition 
Italian spec early Femsatronic model with engine 
‘kill’ button beside the helmet hook and factory 
fitted autolube. I’ve ridden that around the UK and 
into Europe too. Rallys to me are the perfect mix of 
style and performance and, despite the soft front 
end, the handling ain’t too bad either!

What other scooter models across the various 
marques really do it for you?

I also own Lambrettas, but I’m lucky in that over 
the years I’ve been so very fortunate as to admire 
and even ride so many classic scooters from all 
over the world, from a Japanese Fuji Rabbit, to a 
British Dayton Albatross, a German Durkopp Diana 
and beyond. Since I was 17 I think I’ve always had 
a Vespa P-range of some type in my life. In the last 
couple of years I’ve been using my 1955 Lambretta 
‘Red Devil’ Model D racer a fair bit and also my 
Series 1 Li with a 200 engine for touring.

As part of your work (and pleasure), you belong to 
many scooter clubs and groups; what is it you like 
about the Veteran Vespa Club?

I’m not going to pretend I’m a full-on VVC member 
that attends events regularly, because I’m not. 
But the VVC members I do know and have met 
are all very friendly and helpful. While size isn’t 
everything, I can’t help feeling that being smaller 
than some other scooter clubs does maybe help 
the VVC come across as more of a close knit 
community, if that makes sense. I often get asked 
by friends or people I meet at events about where 
to obtain vintage Vespa parts for example and, if I 
can’t help them directly, an email to a friend or two 
often gains the necessary info to pass on. 

Congratulations on the new publication, how has 
ScooterNova been received so far?

Thank you very much. It’s been very well received 
indeed. We knew there was a demand for it, but 
I’ve been pleasantly surprised by just how popular 
our small, independent publication has proved in 
such a short space of time. We had subscribers 
even before edition 1 was launched and within six 
months our list included people from all over the 
UK and Europe along with others from Australia to 
Japan, USA, Canada and elsewhere.

A CHAT WITH  
ANDY GILLARD

Andy Gillard is the Editor/Publisher behind new 
bi-monthly magazine, ScooterNova. A long-time 
journalist — having been the longest serving 
Editor of Scootering, as well as an avid rider on 
2-wheels, photographer, author and perhaps a 
surprise to some, a VVC member. 

I’ve long been an admirer of Andy’s prose style, 
photography and open-minded attitude to all 
things scootering and since taking on the Journal, 
have been keen to get a few words with the man 
himself.

In brief, what’s your scootering story? Why 
scooters; how did you get involved with them?

I had friends who were Mods at school back in the 
1980s, I knew some older kids with scooters and 
I liked the style of classic scooters as well as the 
adventures these people told me about; to me 
a scooter offered a sense of freedom. I bought 
a Vespa 90 off a friend when I was 16 and half 
pushed half rode that home – and then stripped 
it down to try and get it running properly, much 
to the annoyance of my dad as there were Vespa 
small frame parts all over the place for weeks!

I’ve owned and ridden scooters ever since, both 
socially and as a commuter tool. I was regularly 
riding in to and around London for many years 
when I lived and worked there, including a little 
courier work too.

How did you arrive where you are now?

I knew Stuart Lanning, who created and published 
the original British Scooterist Scene, then Scooter 
Scene magazine in the 80s (which I always thought 
was better than Scootering in its day), and who later 
owned Scootering, simply from being a rally-going 
scooterist. I also knew Sticky who was working for 
him in the early 1990s so when Stuart decided he 
needed more people – they knew I rode and could 
string a sentence together – I went from working 
for my local council’s street-cleansing department 
to being a part-time journo. Stuart took me on 
full-time when Sticky put his back out and so the 
‘Krusty & Sideshow Bob’ duo of scooter journalists 
was born! 

After Stuart sold Scootering to Mortons I became 
Editor (after Sticky did it for a couple of issues 
before going freelance) and remained in that chair 
for 13 of the 18 years I was at Scootering magazine.

Fast forward and when I decided to start a new 
scooter magazine last year, Stuart offered to help 
with sales and distribution.

Photographs by Ann Murphy
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Sunday 8th July — join us as we ride the quiet 
back lanes from Brentwood to Abridge, for the 
Sunday Best Scooterfest and a day of live music, 
trade stands & much more! 

Open to all non-indicator Vespas. I myself will 
be on a 1950’s Rod model so the pace will be 
steady, as we encourage you to dig out your old 
vintage machines and enjoy the ride!  
 
Regards, Warren Jopson EVV

For full details email Warren Jopson:  
wjvespa@gmail.com

Essex Vintage Vespa 
invites you on Saturday 
7th July for a day of 
scenic riding to Burnham 
via Maldon — leaving 
in the morning from 
Burntwood (Brentwood), 
with stops along the way. 

How does it differ from other scooter titles and, for 
those who have not yet seen ScooterNova, what can 
they expect?

Being brand new I could start with a blank sheet 
and create something special by way of a quality 
publication to be proud of, and from the beginning 
readers complimented ScooterNova on being 
more like a coffee table book than a disposable 
magazine. We produce ScooterNova using high 
quality paper both for the cover and internal 
pages. The content is different too and although of 
course the subject matter is scooters, we will leave 
‘the scene’ and all that encompasses to the other 
magazines. ScooterNova is about the scooters, 
the rider, the journey and why we do what we do 
and love it so much. It’s written by fellow scooter 
enthusiasts with a passion and knowledge for 
not only the mainstream Lambrettas and Vespas, 
but the rarities and oddballs too. We take all this 
and present it in a fresh design, in more open 
space with pictures large enough to be studied 
and appreciated and text that is readable. Each 
article is laid out over enough pages that it is not 
crammed in so tightly you cannot enjoy it. We’re 
finding too that readers are interested in all of the 
articles, whatever the marque, because of how they 
are written and presented.

Finally, another benefit of being independent is 
that we don’t have the expenses of a large pub-
lishing company that has loads of staff, other titles 

and numerous bike shows; so at ScooterNova we 
can be more selective about who we approach for 
advertisements and how many we have. It all adds 
up to a publication that people want to pick up and 
read, time and time again.

The launch of ScooterNova issues on occasion, 
have been accompanied by a cheese & wine soiree; 
what’s your cheese of choice?

Hmmm, I do like a bit of Wensleydale with cranberry...

I recently discovered you feature in the video of 
Good Thing by Fine Young Cannibals - a claim 
to fame indeed! Can you name your top three 
jukebox tunes?

It will change all the time depending on where I am, 
what I’m doing and even where I’m riding to (I have 
speakers in my crash helmet!) 

Today it’s: 
London Calling by The Clash 
Filthy McNasty by Eddie Jefferson 
One Way by The Levellers

 
Good luck with ScooterNova magazine, many 
thanks for chatting to the VVC and hope to see 
you at one of the club events, or out on the road 
somewhere. 

ScooterNova is published bi-monthly, to find your 
local stockist or subscribe visit www.scooternova.com

Photograph by Sticky

ESSEX VINTAGE VESPA
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VVC CLUB SHOP

A selection of items for sale are pictured  
see club website for full details.

www.veteranvespaclub.com 
vvcshop@veteranvespaclub.com

VVC T-Shirt / £10.00
VVC Polo Shirt / £12.00
VVC Lapel Pin Badge / £2.00
VVC Cog Badge / £20.00

Items may be purchased via the club  
website or by post to: 

VVC (UK) Ltd, 4 Knowle Crescent 
Sherringham, Norfolk NR26 8PY. 

Please add £2.00 postage for first item & 
60p per item thereafter (90p postage for 
pin badge).

Cheques payable to VVC (UK) Ltd.
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RESURRECTED MK1 P200E
Words and photos by Martin Sambrook

“It was 1979, the 2-Tone scene and ‘New’ Mod 
was everything. I was ten and spent my time 
listening to the radio in the hope of hearing 
the latest singles by The Specials, The Jam and 
Madness.

For some reason, and I’ve never worked out why - 
my (non-Mod) Dad arrived home one day with 
a brand new white Vespa P200e Mark 1 that 
he’d bought from Borough Green Motorcycles 
in Kent, complete with big screen and a Tower 
top box - it couldn’t have looked less cool - the 
icing on the cake was the bright orange open-
face crash helmet that I had to wear if I wanted 
to ride pillion. My Dad bought the scooter as a 
cost effective means of transport and this is how 
it was used for the first 3000 miles but after a 
couple of scrapes he gave up on the idea and put 
it in the garage.

A couple of years later and as a fully fledged 
teen mod I mentioned to my equally sharp mate 
that my Dad had a scooter in the garage - his 
scooter boy big brother jumped at the chance of 
trying to buy the P2 - a price couldn’t be agreed 
(I think £30 was the offer) so my dad never sold 
it; probably a lucky escape considering how 
much scooter boys loved chopping up P2s back 
in the day! The scooter stayed in the garage and 
eventually there was so much junk around it that 
we all forgot it was even there - also, I’d left home 
and started buying scooters for myself.

More than 30 years later, fast forward to 2017 
and sadly my Dad passed away. My Mum asked 
if I wanted ‘that rusty old scooter’ - yeah, why 
not, I was surprised to hear it was still under 
the junk. We managed to drag open the rusted 
garage door and there it was... covered in surface 
rust, spider webs and piles of random stuff… I 
put my foot on the kickstart and it was jammed… 
shame… but I pushed it a bit more and finally I 
got it to turn over, at least it wasn’t seized. I hired 
a van and my brother helped me to load it up and 
bring it back to my own garage - I applied for a 
duplicate V5 to replace the lost one - it proudly 
stated, number of previous owners – one.

The thirty year old petrol absolutely stank and 
had turned into a jelly-like gunge which I dug 
out of the carb with my fingers; what a mucky 
job but after a while it was eventually running, 
albeit very rough but it was running. I planned to 
use it as my daily commuter so I thought I would 
get an expert to check it over, I dropped it down 
to Laurence at Scootopia in Bow and he made 
sure it was roadworthy and fully MOT’d - new 
cables, new tyres, sonic clean for the carb etc. 
I removed but kept the big screen, top box and 
various bits of 70s and 80s ephemera that had 
accumulated in the toolbox - all safely tucked 
away for posterity. Forty years later and it’s still 
a wonderful scooter to ride - a Mk1 P2 is a tough 
old beast; it makes the perfect commuter scooter 
for in and around town... luckily the orange 
crash helmet rotted away years ago!”

The chances of discovering a ‘barn find’ are increasingly 
slim these days but in Martin Sambrook’s case, the scooter 
in question was right under his nose but had been gradually 
forgotten about with the passing of time...



Photo by Ralf Jodl (SIP Scootershop)


