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EDITORIAL

Talking of  commuting, a friend and fellow club 
member commutes on his scooter pretty much 
year round; I thought my daily 2-hour round 
ride was respectable but he puts my efforts in the 
shade. In an upcoming issue we’ll hear what it’s 
like to commute throughout the year on a classic 
geared Vespa, in all weathers and on today’s roads. 
I know a good few of  our members commuted 
on scooters in the1950/60s, necessitated by the 
need for cheap transport. I’m sure traffic speed 
and volume amongst other factors have changed 
a fair bit in the intervening years.

Back to this instalment and we have added a 
few extra pages to accommodate the reports 
of  the various VVC events and goings on since 
the season got under way back in spring. These 
include the first foray as a club to Ireland and 
May’s visit to Stratford upon Avon, both of  
which were enjoyed and much appreciated by 
those attending. I think a quick mention here to 
sincerely thank all those who organise our events 
(some regularly), wouldn’t go amiss. Taking an 
event on can be time consuming but also very 
rewarding; if  you have an idea for a venue or 
would like to help out organising please get in 

touch with your committee. Our front cover 
shows the new club legshield banner in quality 
black fabric, embroidered with the VVC cog 
badge and handy velcro ties. Now available to 
buy online in the club shop and priced at £20.00 
www.veteranvespaclub.com We also have a 
lovely brace of  GSs to admire in this issue, plus 
the opportunity to register for 10% discount off 
Mauro Pascoli orders - thanks to Peter Harris, 
our new membership secretary.

Amongst feedback to the new Journal, I’ve heard 
some readers would like to see an occasional 
technical feature. I’m happy to add this but need 
help from you, the membership, as my own 
technical knowledge is very limited! I believe the 
committee’s email addresses are now working 
again, so if  you would like to contribute a 
technical article, show off your scooter, tell us 
about your Vespa travels/interesting rallies (other 
than club events) or anything else of  interest, I 
can be contacted at vvceditor@veteranvespaclub.
com On that note, grazie mille to all those who 
have contributed to this issue.

Enjoy the rest of  the summer and here’s hoping 
we get an Indian one too! Cheers for now – Paul ; )

SCORCHIO! Writing this in early July, many parts of  the UK 
have been wilting in a lengthy heatwave. Usually, consistent, hot 
sunny weather on these shores is about as likely as the England 
football side putting together an extended run at a World Cup! 
I’m not sure about football coming home but commuting as I do 
on my Motovespa from April through to the end of  October, I 
hope the warm weather stays for a while longer.

All nominations and items for inclusion in the Agenda 
must be forwarded to the General Secretary by 
October 1, 2018. 

In accordance with our company practice of 3 year 
rotation none of our existing directors are due to 
stand down at the AGM this year.  

Bob Box has indicated that he will stand down at this 
year’s AGM from his post as Director and General/
Company Secretary. *Nominations for the post of a 
replacement General/Company Secretary and Director 
are invited. 

Our new Treasurer, Martin Bridgwater has indicated 
his willingness to become a Director and this is 
recommended by the managing committee. 

We welcome our new Membership Secretary, Peter 
Harris, who has taken over from Tony Purdy. 

Tony Purdy stands down from the managing committee 
but will continue in his advisory position regarding 
Health & Safety, GDPR and BMF compliance. 

*Nominations should be formally sent in writing 
to: VVC General Secretary, 109 Hill View Road, 
Bournemouth, BH10 5BL and must include the 
proposer and seconder’s names together with their 
membership numbers.

Mr Leslie Smith is the venue organiser for the AGM. 
As last year, special rates have been negotiated for 
dinner, bed & breakfast sharing a double or twin room. 
Single and executive rooms are also available. The 
function room has been reserved for the afternoon 
and evening. 

To obtain special rates please make your booking 
through Leslie Smith, The Hawthorns, Vicarage Lane, 
Duffield, Derby DE56 4EB or via email:  
smith.leslie@btinternet.com 

Formal notice of the Annual General Meeting 2018 

VVC (UK) LTD  
Trading as the VETERAN VESPA CLUB 

Notice is hereby given that the 2018 
Annual General Meeting will be held at 
2pm on Saturday 20th Oct 2018  

Angel Hotel 
143 Regent Street 
Leamington Spa
Warwickshire, CV32 4NZ 
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2018 will be remembered not just for a 
prolonged spell of gorgeous Italian like 
weather but also for some great VVC events.
Leslie & Stephanie Smith did themselves 
and the club proud with an excellent rally at 
Stratford-Upon-Avon.  The rides through the 
pretty back road villages and countryside of 
the Cotswolds with the sunshine on our backs 
were unforgettable. Similarly in the hills and 
valleys of County Wicklow over in Eire, the 
quiet roads, unspoilt countryside and charm 
of the Irish left a lasting impression. Well 
done to my three amigos, Mike Heary, Tony 
Harrison and Paul Byrne for organising this 
splendid event.     

Warren & Hayley Jopson’s Essex Vintage Vespa 
1-dayer in July achieved all it set out to do and 
much more. The aim was to encourage the turn 
out and use of the old machines from the 50’s 
and at the same time attract new members to 
the VVC.  There were more ‘rods’ around than 
in Dick Van Dyke’s tool bag!  With breakdowns 
aplenty, new VVC technical advice man Roger 
Green was able to prove his worth. A decent 

number of new members were signed up the 
following day at SundayBest - ScooterFest and 
things got even better when VVC won best 
club display and new VVC member Roman 
from Switzerland, grabbed both best Vespa 
and furthest travelled awards. 

Looking ahead if you haven’t already done so 
book up now for the AGM at Leamington Spa.

As most of you are probably aware our website 
has been troublesome of late culminating in it 
being out of action totally; our apologies for 
this. Whilst moving to a new host and mail 
forwarding system unforeseen technical issues 
arose; these have now been resolved. Your 
committee are to review the VVC website and 
related services and report back.

Our event plans for 2019 are progressing - a 
visit to Sandy Balls Holiday Park, New Forest in 
May and then in September up to Bamburgh, 
Northumberland. Look out for further 
info on the website and by email circular. 
 
Enjoy your Vespas in the sunshine! Roger

VVC EVENTS Full details and booking 
www.veteranvespaclub.com

AUTUMN 2018

Kelling Heath Holiday Park 
North Norfolk Coast 

September 14 — 16 

SPRING 2019

New Forest, Sandy Balls

 
May 17 — 20 

AUTUMN 2019

Bamburgh, Northumberland

 
September 6 — 9

CHAIRMAN’S REPORT
AUTUMN 2018
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STRATFORD UPON AVON
MAY 18–21

Take 1 – Sheila Kitto

After a long cold winter, the arrival of  spring heralded 
the long awaited first rally of  2018 and over 70 
members and friends headed for the near middle of  
England site at Riverside Park, Stratford Upon Avon, 
Warwickshire.  The rally site at Riverside was bathed 
in warm sunshine as we all arrived on Friday, and in the 
evening we were collected by two vintage boats for an 
hour’s trip on the river. Wine was provided; making a 
relaxing start to the weekend. The recently completed 
on-site large bar and restaurant overlooking the river, 
offered a wide range of  meals and drinks, a BBQ was 
also on offer with most people making good use of  the 
facilities, following the boat trip.

Leslie and Stephanie had planned a very scenic route 
through the Cotswolds but some of  the lady members 
chose to stay on site and watch the Royal Wedding. 
Those who joined the run passed through picturesque 
villages with a coffee stop on the way to a lunch break 
at the well-known spot of  Bourton-on-the-Water, 
parking up at the Motor Museum. Time was built 
into the itinerary for a visit here, before heading back 
to Riverside taking a different route through equally 
lovely countryside. For the gala evening, held in one 
of  the banqueting suites in the complex, a choice of  
hot food was available from the buffet. In an attempt 
to mix new members and those that already know 
each other, the idea of  picking your table from a hat, 
ensuring that couples were kept together, worked 
well. After the meal there was music from the fifties 
onwards, many people took to the dance floor and a 
very successful evening was enjoyed.

Sunday was another bright, sunny warm day and 
Vespas and riders assembled again for the run which 
took everyone through more delightful Cotswold 
villages to Moreton-in-Marsh, where there was a 
variety of  places for lunch, before the run assembled 
to continue to take tea at Shipston-on-Stour, recently 
voted the best place to live in the West Midlands. On 
return to Riverside everyone was free to spend the 
evening as they wished.

Our sincere thanks must go to Leslie and Stephanie 
for another excellent event, and how they managed to 
book that weather we shall never know!

Take 2 – Roger Green

3 VVC members left Newbury on one of  the hottest 
and most beautiful days of  the year bound for 
the Cotswolds on an eclectic mix of  Vespas. Neil 
Humphrey was riding Steve’s Turner’s Andre Baldet 
replica to give it a good test ride after fitting the Pinasco 
Flytech ignition and “Nagy” high compression 
cylinder head. Richard Piper was riding a blue PK50 
which used to belong to club royalty (Peter Guppy) but 
it was decided a few weeks before the voyage to use 
an untested P125 ETS engine instead of  the original 
PK50 engine which whilst reliable wasn’t the number 
one choice for distance riding! The ETS engine had 
probably been lying on someone’s garage floor for the 
last 20 years, I fitted a new piston, clutch plates and 
SIP banana exhaust after ironically the P125 ETS 
reproduction exhaust available was miles away from 
fitting and had to be sent back, there was a bit of  
lateral movement in the crank but we decided to risk 
it for a biscuit and the scooter was finished the night 
before the rally, I only did 1 mile of  test riding and 
all seemed well. I was riding my tuned Douglas 92L2 
for which the only prep was to pump the tyres up and 

chuck a large bag of  tools on the back. Neil and I had 
also been busy trying to get Steve Turner’s tuned 1958 
ACMA ready for this rally which thankfully we did, 
although a dash to pick up some painted accessories 
for this scooter turned out to be fruitless when the 
paint was miles away from matching the rest of  the 
scooter, but nevertheless the scooter was rideable and 
paint could be sorted out another time. So the days 
leading up to the rally were hectic to say the least!

We had a leisurely Friday morning with Richard and 
I riding over to Neil’s to meet Steve Turner who was 
picking up his ACMA and shooting the breeze with 
Neil. I made everyone nervous with my mechanical 
paranoia – I was worried because 3 of  the 4 scooters 
had major work and had less than 3 miles of  test rides 
- sink or swim! After bidding farewell to Steve we set 
off North using the prettiest and most scenic roads 
out of  Newbury heading up to Wantage (birthplace 
of  King Alfred), it was a stunning ride and after we 
had a few miles under our belts I was beginning to 
gain confidence that our 3 scooters would be fine. At 
the first fuel stop Neil commented that the GS didn’t 
seem to have much go and it was discovered that the 
rear brake had been binding a little; evidenced by a 
boiling hot rear hub, this was quickly adjusted and 

the GS was back to full power! We had a quick stop 
in Moreton-in-Marsh for a cold drink and rest before 
pushing on for Stratford which was a mere 20 miles, 
little did we know this was where the trouble would 
start! On a long straight section, the PK started trying 
to heat seize and rev itself  into orbit so we pulled over 
and got the spanners out, most likely one of  the crank 
seals had given up after not being used for many years 
and then asked to do a fully loaded 90 mile run! In 
theory the PK should have been running in the new 
piston so a steady 50mph may have also been a bit 
too much on such a hot day, I richened the mixture, 
checked the carb clamp for tightness and told Richard 
to pull the choke out a little to compensate for the lean 
mixture, we set off again, this time a little slower and 
the PK coped fine….fine that is until we hit traffic 
in the centre of  Stratford! We knew we needed to be 
heading for Tiddington but after doing 3 laps of  the 
town centre all we knew was where Shakespeare’s 
birthplace and Anne Hathaway’s bloody cottage was 
as Neil rightly pointed out, to make matters worse 
Richard’s PK was revving itself  silly at each red traffic 
light (there were a lot) and even switching the ignition 
off didn’t kill the engine, oh and the clutch was 
dragging by this point to which made it difficult for 
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him to change gear and cope with the already suicidal 
engine. Eventually we made our way across the bridge 
and found the turning for Tiddington - Hurrah! But 
in typical fashion Richard’s PK ran out of  fuel ½ mile 
away from the campsite, we had to siphon some fuel 
from the always useful 10 litre GS tank and hope that 
the 6% oil mixture would at least get Richard and his 
PK to the campsite which thankfully it did. Whilst 
we were stopped by the side of  the road doing our 
fuel exchange one Mr Chris Wainwright pulled up on 
his trusty PX and stopped to ask if  we were all ok, I 
mentioned about the PK ETS flywheel oil seal which 
from memory could be replaced from the outside and 
was the same as a PX, Chris said he had a spare that 
we could have but foolishly I declined his very kind 
offer knowing that he had a 100+ mile journey ahead 
of  him to get home and it would be sod’s law that his 
flywheel seal would go if  we took his spare, and of  
course someone else at the VVC rally was bound to 
have a PX oil seal! :D

The campsite was beautiful and real sight for sore 
eyes after riding all afternoon, our caravan was super 
duper and surrounded by other VVC members and 
their scooters. We made our way to the Riverside 
restaurant and could see most of  the VVC members 
were queuing for the boat trip to Stratford, I had been 
looking forward to the boat trip but after our eventful 
voyage, the bar and food was needed to keep us all 
going so we missed out on the boat trip. We managed 
to bump into a few friendly VVC members on our 
way back to the caravan, we decided on an early night 
and were contemplating what to do about the PK with 
the rideout to Bourton on the Water in the morning, 
we hatched a plan to visually check the flywheel oil 
seal and do a bit of  jiggery pokery before risking the 
PK on the rideout. The flywheel oil seal looked fine, 
so next we emptied the gearbox oil out to see if  there 
was any fuel mixed in with it (a common sign of  failed 
clutch side seal) and reseated the carb on the manifold, 
one problem that we had was filling the ETS engine 
back up with gearbox oil. Piaggio in their wisdom put 
the filler hole vertically so you have to use some kind 
of  straw or pipe to get the gearbox oil back in; we 
hoisted the rear wheel onto one of  the tables outside 
the caravan to make the filling angle easier and hoped 
that campsite management wouldn’t tell us off! In a 
flash of  inspiration, we decided to use the fairy liquid 

bottle we had in the caravan, the liquid was emptied 
into a saucepan and gearbox oil filled into the bottle, 
this worked a treat and after a quick run to get fuel we 
decided to risk the PK on the rideout. As anyone who 
was there will know the rideout was superb and took 
in some of  the best views and towns of  the Cotswolds, 
the destination of  Bourton on the Water was great 
and a popular place to be especially with the Royal 
Wedding taking place that day. We did a quick lap 
of  the museum and before long we were winding our 
way back in the sunshine to the campsite, only a crazy 
blind summit overtaking manoeuvre from a Range 
Rover threatened to ruin anything. The PK behaved 
the whole way round and I was happy to see Steve 
Turner’s ACMA running well, phew. Warren and 
Hayley Jopson looked great riding their original early 
1950s Vespas which more than kept up with the pack! 
Our weekend was topped off with the gala dinner. 
Whilst we were getting ready Richard accidently 
washed his hands in old gearbox oil which we left in 
the fairly liquid bottle, oops! The gala dinner was fab 
and great catching up with everyone, we had another 
earlyish night knowing that we had to head back to 
our wives and children on Sunday morning, again 
in beautiful sunshine! The quirky PK gave us a little 
more trouble on the way home doing it’s usual semi 
heat seize and full throttle tickover, large inclines were 
met with a gulp as these were the things the PK hated 
most as it would be asked to work hard getting up 
them. I took the reins from Richard for the middle 
stint of  the journey while he rode my 92L2; I’ve had 
a fair bit of  experience riding temperamental scooters 
over the years and managed to find the PK’s happy 
place in the rev range until we swapped over again at 
Lechlade. After a brief  photo stop at a WW2 memorial 
close to Wantage, we headed our separate ways back 
to our homes in and around Newbury, satisfied that 
all scooters (and riders!) had made it there and back, 
even the suicidal PK.

Some thoughts - the campsite and VVC organization 
was superb, the rideout was well marshalled and thanks 
for booking the sunshine for the whole weekend! The 
VVC are a sociable bunch, this was Richard’s first 
VVC rally and he couldn’t believe how welcome and 
chatty members were towards him. There are a lot of  
rich people with Ferraris in the Cotswolds.

P.S Of  course nobody else had a flywheel oil seal! 
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NO PLATE OR NO. PLATE?

Since 1975 motorcycles and scooters registered 
in the UK have not been required to display a 
front number plate. This was brought in mainly 
for safety reasons as on a conventional M/C the 
No. plate would be mounted as a single plate or 
blade on the top of  the front mudguard that could 
prove very dangerous in the event of  a collision 
with a pedestrian. Although Vespas had the front 
plates mounted flat and safe either side of  the 
front mudguard the front No. plate was no longer 
a legal requirement.

It may be said that I am a bit of  a purist when 
it comes to maintaining the originality of  early 
Vespas and when looking at members bikes I note 
that the majority of  early machines do not have 
front No. plates. Vespas that were first registered in 
the UK pre 1975 and displayed at events without 
front No. plates, always rankle with me and I feel 

that when judging a Concours d’Elegance event 
this omission should be taken into account. 

It is also appropriate to note the type of  plate used. 
From the late 50’s & 60’s pressed aluminium & 
black plates were the type mainly used, whereas 
the early Douglas models Rods, GLs GL2s 42 & 
92L2s would have a self-adhesive black plastic 
background, sometimes with a white surround & 
white stick-on numerals.

It’s that finishing touch that puts the icing on the 
winning cake. Vintage motorcycle enthusiasts 
display their machines still with an appropriate 
plate on the front mudguard and so should we. 
It’s now not necessary to display a tax disc on 
a vehicle but I still fit a tax holder and relevant 
paper disc to my early Vespas to reproduce the 
way things were.

Just my opinion

Words Rich Rawlins and photos by Paul Hart
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We first arrived in Chur, Switzerland on 
Thursday 24th May in the evening, where 
we were warmly welcomed with a fully vespa 
themed decorated table full of fine salami, 
cheese & fresh bread, plus fine wine and Swiss 
Calanda  beer... all the produce was local 
and tasted amazing, just what we needed 
after our 12 hour journey from the UK! 
On the floor lay Ciao parts everywhere - our 
friends were making final adjustments before 
the big ride. 

Ciao Rally 2018 Wow !!!! What an amazing 
experience and to think the rally was started 
by a young entrepreneur, FiFi Frei who has an 
amazing team of people supporting him, plus a 
pool of sponsors that recognise and appreciate 
a great event.

Start of the rally, over 400 people met at central 
Chur train station where coffee & croissants 
were in abundance for everyone, plus a goodie 
bag. Along the way there were several stops 
where once again we were topped up. Setting 
for lunch was at the base of the Splügen pass 
where we had an amazing feast and endless 
amounts of beer. For the whole journey we were 
escorted by a stunning red vintage lorry; the 

drivers clothed in authentic vintage leather 
outfits and the vehicle was heavily laden with 
copious amounts of free beer for us! Shadowing 
in the background were several vans and 
trailers to help with any breakdowns. Such a 
well organised event, so much thought and hard 
work went into such a fabulous day.

Reasons why we love Switzerland and this 
event are the camaraderie and the common 
passion everyone shares. What also was nice 
was the guys and gals’ age range starting at 14 
years to 80 years!!! All treated with the same 
respect. It is pretty unbelievable that everyone 
made it over the San Bernardino pass, 6778ft 
on 50cc mopeds, helped with a little frantic 
peddling to reach the stunning glacier and 
partially iced over lake. The icing on the cake 
was that we rode our mopeds the Sunday after 
the rally with our good friends from Ascona 
to beautiful Italy for lunch where the back drop 
was stunning.

Would just like to say a massive thank you to 
Roman Kessler for organising the transport of 
the Ciaos back to Chur safely and thank you to 
Jörg and the rest of the gang for their endless 
support and being our personal translator!

CHUR CIAO RALLY Words and photos by Hayley Jopson

VVC PERSONNEL 

PRESIDENT
Frank Brookes BEM
E. frank.brookes30@gmail.com

CHAIRMAN *
Roger Smith
T. 01323 491417
E. vvcchairman@veteranvespaclub.com

TREASURER *
Martin Bridgwater
E. vvctreasurer@veteranvespaclub.com

GENERAL SECRETARY *
Bob Box
E. vvcgensecretary@veteranvespaclub.com

MEMBERSHIP *
Peter Harris
E. vvcmembership@veteranvespaclub.com

CLUB DEVELOPMENT *
Warren Jopson
E. vvcwarren@veteranvespaclub.com 

COMPLIANCE
Tony Purdy
E. vvccompliance@veteranvespaclub.com

* Committe Members

JOURNAL EDITOR *
Paul Hart
T. 07925 576474
E. vvceditor@veteranvespaclub.com

DVLA DATING
Bill Drake
23 Archers Road, Eastleigh, Hampshire SO50 9AQ 
E. vvcvesparegistration@veteranvespaclub.com

FACEBOOK ADMIN
Roger Green
Hayley Jopson & Warren Jopson

CLUB SUPPORT *
Peter Hanman
E. vvcpeterh@veteranvespaclub.com

WEBSITE MANAGER *
Alan Springall
E. vvcwebmanager@veteranvespaclub.com

SHOP
Lesley Purdy
E. vvcshop@veteranvespaclub.com  

TECHNICAL ADVICE
Roger Green
E. vvctechnical@veteranvespaclub.com

Instructions: email info@mauropascoli.it with 
request to register for your discount and 
attach a clear photo of your VVC membership 
card. You will receive a confirmation email by 
return enabling you to purchase Mauro Pascoli 
products online, at Ravenna shop and mobile 
shop at markets.

10% Discount
Available to VVC 
members
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For those tempted to buy a scooter unseen from 
overseas, club member Matt’s following story is 
enlightening reading...

“My 1960 GS150 Baldet ARC-EN-CIEL 
tribute started life as an Augsburg GS3 in 
Austria, where I found it for sale on an Austrian 
website. Advertised as fully restored with a full 
engine rebuild and sprayed in the original GS 
silver. From the photos it looked all in good 
order; tight panels and original square speedo 
with VS4 type wheels which I prefer, I was 
beginning to like the rear swan tail light as well!

I emailed the Austrian seller and used google 
translate to help me get a response. Luckily the 
seller responded very quickly and spoke perfect 
English which helped the sale go smoothly. 
Before committing I asked the seller if  he could 
send me a video of  it running, showing the 
engine and underneath etc. The GS looked and 
sounded all ok and a deal was agreed at just 
under 4000 euros, with the seller to organise a 
professional freight company to ship it over in a 
wooden crate at an additional 500 euros.

4 weeks later the GS arrived at my door with the 
crate being lowered from the tail lift; seeing for 
the first time what I had purchased from only a 
few photos and a video. First impressions after 
taking 15 minutes to dismantle the crate were 
that it all looked good with no dents or scratches. 
A few period accessories came with it; an Ulma 
front mudguard embellisher and Vigano horn 
cast, both with blue gems matching the recently 
re-upholstered dark blue Denfeld seat. Not so 
impressive was the quality of  the spray job; it 
was acceptable but not up to the standards I like 
to see on a newly painted classic scooter or car. 
Also present was lots of  Austrian paperwork 

including the original log book, impressive in 
its own right! That would be a worry sending it 
off to DVLA Swansea, as they had destroyed my 
original French grey card log book that came 
with my first GS150 VS5, which I bought and 
fetched back from Cannes but that’s another 
story!

Back to the Baldet; born and bred in 
Northampton, I had always known about the 
Baldet name and grew up near the last Citroen 
Moto Baldet dealership. I had always loved the 
ARC-EN-CIEL GS150 dealer specials; the two-
tone paint schemes complimenting the bulbous 
lines of  the GS150 giving a fresh look to the 
usual silver. The story goes Andre spotted some 
ACMA Vespas with two-tone paint schemes in 
the south of  France on his travels and brought 
back the idea to his Northampton Vespa 
dealership - the dealer special was born!

Not happy with the paint on my GS3 I started 
looking at the idea of  doing an ARC-EN-CIEL 
paint scheme for it. Had the Augsburg been 
painted to a good standard, I would have left 
it alone but the idea of  a Baldet GS150 riding 
through the streets of  Northampton again 
(obviously not an original one) was winning me 
over. Thinking what Andre Baldet would have 
done if  all the latest performance upgrades 
were available to him; I would like to think he 
would have offered a top spec ARC-EN-CIEL 
GS150 to his customers giving better reliability, 
torque and power. And so my idea of  the Baldet 
Deluxe project was born which would have only 
the best parts available.

I had already done a 12V Vespatronic 
conversion on my 1960 VS5 with some upgrades 
to the original engine including a 57mm CNC 

Words by Matthew Babbington & photos by 
Shane Fordham (www.imageenvy.co.uk) 

BALDET DELUXE GS150 
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Nagy cylinder head, ported piston/barrel, 
GS Kingwelle crank, Polini CP23 carburettor 
and custom made Vespazio GS150 sports 
exhaust and was pleased with the outcome. 
The Augsburg had just had its first re-bore, so 
a 60mm long stroke conversion was decided 
upon for Baldet Deluxe with Stephen Gregory 
of  Vintage Motor Scooters given the task, 
having done the previous upgrades on the VS5. 

The Augsburg was taken back to its Italian VS4 
roots with my chosen performance upgrades 
and Matt Sutton of  I-Paint had the job of  
applying the ARC-EN-CIEL paint scheme. As 
Stephen was quite busy I had time to think of  
the colours, source all the parts and do some 
research, good job too as I was struggling on 
deciding the paint. Eventually I found photos 
of  a lovely 1960’s Mercedes pillar-less S class 
coupe in a deep burgundy called Dunkelrot 
542 (dark red), this was to be my second colour 
for sure. I stayed with Mercedes for the silver 
using a 1950s/60s SL Gullwing code. Fitting 
as the Cobblers Northampton Town FC play 
in a dark claret kit and I love old Mercs. A gold 
pinstripe was added to give it that something 
extra special; original Baldets would have had 
a simple blow over for the second colour, pastel 
shades being popular at the time as on the 
French ACMA Vespas. 

The GS was stripped down and sent off to Matt 
for painting while Stephen started the engine 
rebuild. On the outside I opted for a dark red 
Trezzi Dante GS150 seat and sourced some 
tasteful period accessories. These included an 
Ulma rear number plate surround, Ulma horn 
cast cover, Ardor leg shield Tabliers, rear Ulma 
rack, Ardor fork link cover and a new Pascoli 
spare fuel tank was added later. I also had parts 
chromed including engine cover, fuel lever, 
choke lever, kick start, fuel tank knobs, floor 
stand and flywheel cover. I had the ARC-EN-
CIEL front leg shield plaques specially made 

for me by a local company, after giving up of  
ever finding an original one. Luckily a friend in 
Athens sent me two Baldet vinyl stickers which 
were perfect replicas to get the badges made up.

Around 13 months later my imported Austrian 
Augsburg GS3 was finished and now was an 
Italian VS4 Baldet ARC-EN-CIEL GS150, 
expertly rebuilt by VMS and painted by Matt 
Sutton of  I-Paint. It has turned out even better 
than I envisaged and the quality paint scheme 
always receives compliments which are nice to 
hear. Baldet Deluxe gets used most weeks in the 
summer months along the Northamptonshire 
lanes and some Wednesday evenings for our 
local Scooter club ride outs to a village pub. The 
long stroke conversion with the rear adjustable 
shock has made the GS a much smoother ride 
with plenty of  torque through all gears and has 
doubled the power to around 12 BHP more is 
achievable but would mean compromising the 
look of  the GS150 exhaust. Baldet Deluxe has 
even won a few awards since being completed.

As for 2018, I’m going to enjoy putting some 
more miles on her and have a few more shows 
planned and will hopefully get along to some 
VVC events. I also want to get my original 
Comet mascot on the front mudguard, just need 
to find someone to make me a mascot base to fit 
the GS mudguard nicely.”

Matt’s lovely GS has already garnered a few 
awards including Best Vespa 1947-1970 at 
2017’s VMSC show and at the same event this 
year, took the Continental trophy. No doubt 
there are more to come too! Matt’s GS is also 
due to be the focus of  a feature in French 
magazine, Scooters & Style. 

Thanks to Matthew for sharing his story 
and Shane for her superb lens work! If  you 
would like your scooter featured in The 
Journal, please email text and photos to me at  
vvceditor@veteranvespaclub.com
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Three years ago Mark Cooke of  the Ulster 
Vespa Club took on the challenge to bring World 
Vespa Days to his own backyard in Belfast. He 
sweated blood and tears, moved mountains and 
overcame numerous hurdles until his dream 
became a reality. 

Myself  and the rest of  the Northern Ireland 
scootering fraternity have been counting down 
the days since Celle 2017, in anticipation of  
the biggest gathering of  Vespas this part of  the 
United Kingdom has ever seen, or is likely to 
see again. The build up and excitement leading 
up to it was second to none with scooters being 
used to promote World Days at the St Patrick’s 
Day Parade and The Lord Mayor’s Show, both 
in Belfast and at the NW200 motorcycle races in 
Portrush to name just a few.

Vespa World Days 2018 finally arrived in 
Belfast on Thursday 14th until Sunday 17th 
June. Northern Ireland had just enjoyed over 
3 weeks of  glorious uninterrupted sunshine 
but unfortunately on the night of  Wednesday 
13th June, Storm Hector announced its arrival 
with gale force winds reaching up to 70mph! 
The Vespa village set up on the Wednesday 
morning in Belfast’s Titanic Quarter took the 
brunt of  the storm. Indeed those travelling 
over from the mainland on the overnight 
ferries also felt the might of  Hector. Luckily the 
scooters were all securely strapped down and 
suffered no damage, unlike some owners who 
had bouts of  sea sickness in between praying 
for a safe and smooth journey. Early Thursday 
morning had seen the wind die down to a mere 
40mph. Mark Cooke and his volunteers who 
had spent the last 3 years organising the event 
weren’t going to be deterred. Instead they rolled 
their sleeves up and got stuck in to repair the 
damage and reassemble the Vespa Village. This 
resulted in an unavoidable delay to the official 
registration at 9am but with regular updates 
throughout the day keeping everyone informed 

of  the progress being made; Mark and his team 
opened the village shortly after 2.30pm. A 
mammoth task carried out in just over 5 hours 
was a credit to them. The patiently waiting 
scooterists then assembled in the registration 
area and the slick and efficient operation by 
the staff soon had everyone registered and 
ensured they also received their goodie bags.  
Once registered you could park in the 24 hour 
secure parking beside the village; the village 
itself  contained the usual facilities of  food and 
drink vendors, toilets, stalls selling all manner of  
scooter related items as well as some craft stalls. 
Retrospective Scooters had a repair stall on site 
all weekend and kindly provided free labour 
on all scooters; those that had the misfortune 
of  a breakdown only had to pay for parts. The 
campsite was situated 4 miles away as this was 
the nearest suitable green area to the city centre. 
Live entertainment was provided each night in 
the village which went on until 11pm. Those 
wishing to party late into the night had plenty 
of  options to choose from in the city centre bars. 
The official Titanic building was host to the Vespa 
museum where a collection of  approximately 
30 scooters were on show. These scooters were 
provided mostly by local enthusiasts as well as a 
few from the mainland and Eire. Entry to this 
was free of  charge and provided free publicity 
to the public of  the merits of  Vespa ownership. 

Over the course of  the weekend the weather 
picked up with just the occasional summer 
showers. There were several official rideouts 
organised. Crumlin Road Jail close to Belfast 
city centre and Cultra Folk and Transport 
museum were the chosen destinations and 
proved very popular with those keen to see 
the tourist attractions of  Belfast. Small groups 
of  riders also organised their own rideouts to 
attractions further afield including The Giants 
Causeway and Carrick-a-rede Rope Bridge. 
Both these destinations could be reached by 

BELFAST WORLD VESPA DAYS 
JUNE 14–17
Words and photos Rod Gillan
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travelling along the breath taking Antrim coast 
road, which is an attraction in itself  and has been 
voted Best Scenic Coast Road in the World for 
motorcyclists! Saturday morning at 10am saw 
the main official rideout leave the Village en 
route to Carrickfergus. Between 2-3 thousand 
scooters took part in this awesome cavalcade. 
The Police Service of  Northern Ireland was on 
hand to ensure the safety of  all those taking part. 
Every road junction and sets of  traffic lights 
were manned by the Police which allowed for a 
continuous journey from start to finish. The sun 
was shining the whole journey and the public 
came out to line the streets and wave and cheer 
us on our way. As we approached Carrickfergus 
the local members of  A2 Aces Scooter Club 
assisted the Police in manning the numerous 
junctions and guided us into the car park next 
door to Carrickfergus Castle, which had been 
kept free to accommodate the arriving scooters. 
Entertainment including a family fun day and 

free refreshments were laid on for everyone 
attending which was gladly received. The town 
hall also hosted a custom show for those wishing 
to enter their scooters. Late night entertainment 
in the form of  a live band and DJs was also 
provided by the A2 Aces for those who wished 
to stay.  Saturday night back at the village 
and it was time for the customary gala dinner. 
1400 hundred attended and were treated to an 
excellent 3 course meal and complimentary 
drinks served by Emily and her staff from Posh 
Nosh catering. This was another opportunity 
to meet fellow Vespa enthusiasts from over 40 
different countries all speaking that common 
language - the love of  Vespas. Badges and 
banners were swapped and new friends made 
and old acquaintances met. The evening ended 
with the President and Organiser’s speeches 
leaving us in anticipation of  Hungary, the 
destination for Vespa World Days 2019. 

This was my first VWD Event I have attended 
and I found the atmosphere created by so many 
like minded people to be extremely friendly and 
addictive. The hospitality from everyone was 
exceptional proving we are one big happy Vespa 
loving family. I also found the language barrier 
from our foreign visitors wasn’t a problem either 
as we all managed somehow to understand each 
other as crazy as that sounds. This International 
gathering of  Vespa enthusiasts was truly an 
experience to remember and hopefully the first of  
many. On behalf  of  all the Scooterists attending 
I’d like to say a big thank you to Mark Cooke, 
the Ulster Vespa Club, A2 Aces Club and all the 
volunteers who helped bring Vespa World Days 
to Belfast. A great achievement and thoroughly 
enjoyed by all attending. Thanks must also go to 
Niall and his staff at the Retrospective Scooters 
stall who worked tirelessly over the weekend and 
ensured that over 30 broken down scooters were 
repaired, enabling their owners to make a safe 
return journey home. 

IRISH RALLY — WICKLOW
19–22 JUNE

Words Sue Butler & photos by various club members

The location was just perfect especially with 
the local pub, Mickey Finns, just outside the 
campsite entrance. There were 37 entrants and 
23 scooters registered. We all arrived safely 
during the day some of  us coming down from 
the Vespa World Days in Belfast and went to 
pick up our goodie bags from “the boys”. Some 
then went up to Mickey Finns for a drink or 
food to meet up with old friends and hear about 
the various journeys and about the bad luck 
some had crossing a wild Irish Sea!

On the first day we met as arranged but the 
weather was cloudy and a bit fresh. Despite this 
everyone put on an extra layer and brought wet 
weather gear. We rode through lovely country 
lanes towards Brittas Bay and on to the Bay 
Cafe for our first coffee stop. We were spoilt 
with a choice of  delicious home-made cakes 
and all thought this had set a precedent for 
future rallies! Our next stop was Wicklow to go 
to gaol. We were met by ladies in traditional 
prison staff dress of  the era and given an 
interactive and multimedia journey through 
the historic Wicklow Gaol which was very 
interesting and fun. We then rode more lovely 
countryside along the shores of  Vartry Resevoir 
to our lunch stop at Roundwood. After lunch 
we headed up into the Wicklow National Park 
Mountains to Sally Gap and a short stop to 
look down on a wonderful view of  Lough Tay. 
Tony managed to get his vespa on the very edge 
overlooking the lough hundreds of  feet below 

which made for some wonderful photo shots! We 
then rode the spectacular Military Road for 12 
miles. The views were vast and the panoramic 
scenery amazing. There were sheep everywhere 
and on the road too and the riding perfect for 
scooterists with its many twists and bends – 
we only wished we could have turned around 
and ridden it again. Our afternoon stop was in 
Laragh for more fresh cakes and scones too. We 
then headed home in greatly improved weather 
with no need of  wet gear all day. Another great 
evening was had at Mickey Finns with an added 
bonus of  Irish Music. There was a really happy 
atmosphere and Jon Hill even joined in with his 
penny whistle (and very good he was too).

Next morning we met for instructions with 
much improved weather and blue skies. 
We drove through the town of  Avoca made 
famous for the filming of  “Ballykissangel” 
(remembered by some of  us oldies). Riding 
through more lovely countryside we came 
to our first stop in Mecreddin Village. Home 
-made biscuits, elderberry juice, tea and coffee 
were served in a lovely courtyard where we 
were surrounded by special breed hens and a 
spectacular cockerel. The staff were so friendly 
and loved the scooters. One even ran off to pick 
up six fresh eggs for me and wouldn’t take a 
penny. We journeyed on to our lunch stop at 
the Wicklow Heather. I must mention that all 
the food we ate in Ireland had been plentiful, 
well presented and delicious. A short ride then 

What a wonderful time was had by all. The Irish 
countryside was fantastic, the Irish people so warm 
and friendly, their food delicious and the beer an 
added bonus. Michael, Paul and Tony, our Irish 
hosts and organisers did us proud. 
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took us to Glendalough Monastic Site where 
we had time to explore the ruins and lakes. It 
was an enjoyable and relaxing time where some 
walked, some ate ice-cream and some even lay 
on the grass and slept on a perfect afternoon. 
Next we rode to Meeting of  the Waters where we 
had French pastries (more food!). Throughout 
these rides “the boys” swooped about guiding 
us and helping whenever needed with Mick in 
his van to pick up etc. I think they must be used 
to breakdowns as their speed of  repair and pick 
up would be envied by Formula 1 teams!! No 
major catastrophes occurred and the rides and 
stops were superlative. That evening we had our 

gala dinner in Mickey Finns (where else you 
may say) and we all ate supremely well. Our 
chairman, Roger, said a big thank you to “the 
boys” for the wonderful rally they had planned 
for us all.

We all slowly dispersed the next morning some 
to go home, some to continue their travels in 
Ireland and all of  us agreeing there will have to 
be another Irish Rally one day. A huge thank-
you again Mick, Paul and Tony – well done lads. 

Many thanks are also due to Roger & Veronica 
Smith who organised the bookings and acted as 
liaisons between the UK and Ireland.
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Words Alan Springall and photos by Paul Hart

My second was a wreck, but was a nostalgia 
buy; being the last model I owned as a teenager, 
and after a long haul rebuilding this, friends 
were asking if I intended to add another to the 
collection. My reply was that the only model in 
which I might be interested, as it was the only 
Vespa to aspire to when I was a young strip 
of a lad, was the GS160, but I wasn’t looking 
seriously. 

I should have known better than to mention this 
in VVC circles as within a few weeks I was told 
about three 160s and one 150 that were looking 
for adoption.

On his yearly pilgrimage to the IoW, my good 
friend Mr Knott, had found three of these, a 
160 that was with a local dealer, and a 150 and 
160 belonging to an ex club member, apparently 
known for his sartorial elegance and being a tad 
forgetful when it came to membership renewal.

I was on the island for the August bank holiday 
rally, so we looked at all three and I decided to 
plump for the ex-members 160, paid my deposit 
and picked it up a month later by van.

All I know of its history is only hearsay, apart 
from the first UK Mot I have of 2004 showing 
47087 miles, which have subsequently turned 
out to be kilometres.

The previous owner said that he thought that 
it was imported from Italy around 2000 and 
renovated in the UK around 2003. He bought 
it in August 2009 with 51345kms on the clock 
and in the next eight years he travelled around 
1300 miles. It had been on SORN and garage 
stored for the past three years and had only 
travelled around 20 miles but had been serviced 
well, with accompanying receipts, by the local 
scooter shop

I haven’t had to do a lot to it just some tweaking 
and surface rust treatment. It looks to have 
been well restored and is solid, which suggests 
an early dry life in Italy. I’ve added some 
accessories and taken away others, plus fitting a 
new seat cover. The one fitted was like sitting on 
an ironing board and had a very fetching faux 
leopard skin finish.

I am very pleased with the way it rides, it seems 
much lighter and more responsive than my 
other two. I have now put an extra 720 miles on 
the clock, with only one small seize on the way 
to the Stratford rally, but I was pushing it a bit 
and I have been a little more respectful of its 55 
years of service ever since. 

Since getting back into scootering in 
my dotage, my first purchase was for 
practicality being a mere 16 years 
old and good for mile munching.

ALAN SPRINGALL’S 
GS160 MKII
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ESSEX VINTAGE VESPA, 
BURNTWOOD-BURNHAM 1-DAY EVENT 

Hosts Hayley & Warren Jopson provided the 
complete feel-good atmosphere.  The trips 
through the streets of Great Britain offer a 
variety of pure nature - from winding roads 
and rural landscapes to small stylish villages; 
everything is on offer.  It is advisable to keep 
the pace low so that all the great impressions 
can be noticed.  Pubs & restaurants along the 
routes invite you to take a break where you can 
enjoy refreshing drinks, a cool beer or classic 
British tea. 

On this occasion you can take plenty of time 
to philosophise about the wonderful, unique 
members’ Vespas, as the variety of rarities is 
great.  For a real Vespa fan this is certainly 
an experience he will tell his children about – 
a trip to England for a ride with the Essex 
vintage Vespa Club is definitely worth the time. 
Let yourself be inspired by the beautiful 
landscape and the winding streets of England 
and plan your trip now! — Roman Meier

SUNDAYBEST SCOOTERFEST, ABRIDGE
JULY 8TH

Setting up at 9am Roger Smith, Mike Roberts 
and I were a little light on scooters to display 
with the more modern marques taking priority 
as Roger’s 1952 edition seemed too shy to 
come out from behind the club banner. This all 
changed at around 11.15 when the Essex Vintage 
Vespa collective arrived from their ride-out, to 
swell the numbers. It made for an impressive 
line-up that won the club the award for ‘Best 
Turned-out Club’ later in the day, which Hayley 
Jopson enthusiastically received on our behalf. 
Generally there were a lot of  enquiries during 
the show and we signed up a number of  new 
members as well as handing out many journals 
and membership forms. Roman Meier, a new 
member from Switzerland who had attended 
the EVV rally, won ‘Best Vespa in Show’ and 
‘Furthest Travelled’. The bands The Small 
Fakers and Big 10 kept everybody entertained 
throughout the day. A good turn-out overall but 
possibly numbers were down on previous shows 
at Capel Manor. — Alan Springall
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